
HMS PTO Meeting 
February 8, 2017 

 
6 attendees 

 
I. Old Business 

A. Review and approval of January minutes:  1st – Julie Reeves, 2nd – Mr. Henry  
B. PTO surveys – Julie put together a preliminary survey to be given to the HMS 

parents.  The form basically had 3 sections:  Communication, Fundraising and 
Volunteers.  We decided to add a 4th… Current Activities which will include Activity 
Nights, Movie Night, Tailgates and Book Fair.  Basically the parents will rate various 
activities, events, forms of communication, etc. and provide feedback on what they see 
as worthwhile and give suggestions for improvement within the PTO.  Our goal is to 
have this survey go out early Spring.   
 
We also then discussed the Teacher Survey.  We will ask the staff what they like that 
the PTO does, how can we better recognize them, do they feel supported when they 
bring ideas to PTO, are they enjoying the conference dinners, do they have any gift 
ideas for Teacher Appreciation Week, what feedback do they have for us, etc.   
 
Mr. James & Mr. Henry said they will work on a Student Survey.  Same types of 
questions… what do you like that that PTO does, what would you like to see change.   

 
II. Treasurer's Report 

A. Check request forms – Barb said she will be getting these posted to the PTO 
website. 
 

Barb requested that she be given plenty of advance notice for cash boxes.  This 
requires that she go to the bank for the right count of bills and change.  This cannot be 
done the night before.   
 
Those who have not yet made it to the bank to sign, need to do that.   
 
Barb reported that we made about $160 on the concession stand at the 7th grade 
basketball tournament.  We will make this a yearly event, plan for it and add a line item 
to our current budget – “Girls Basketball Tournament” 
 
Approval of Treasurer’s Report:  1st – Anne Hrics, 2nd – Mr. Henry 

 
III. Principal's Report 

A. DARE Skate Night 2/8/2017 
B. NJHS informative meeting 2/22/17 – right after school in the media center for 

any interested 7th graders.  Mrs. Taylor and current NJHS officers will be there to 
answer any questions the students may have. 

C. BIONIC night 3/3/17 – 2:30 – 7:45 p.m.  $12/Student.  Information on topics 
our younger adolescents face today, including Alcohol Prevention, Cyber Safety, Life 
Skills, Positive Self Image and School Connections.  The night will include activities, 
pizza, snacks & drinks, a BIONIC t-shirt, carnival games, a cartoonist, DJ and lots of 
fun.   

D. Dodgeball tournament 3/10/17 – Right after school.  The tailgate committee 
will provide a concession table for this event.  6 players per team.  $5/person 
 



**  Reminder… if you have not yet signed up for a Facilities Discussion Meeting, do so 
soon.  The sessions are feeling up fast.   

 
IV. Committee Reports 

A. Tailgate 
B. Book Fair 2/6/17 - 2/10/17 
C. Hospitality - Parent-Teacher conference 2/9/17 
D. B.I.O.N.I.C Night (Kathleen Fischer, Karen Heichel, Tiffany Wright) 
E. Landscaping – President, Julie Reeves, and Vice-President, Anne Hrics, will 

be meeting with Oasis Landscaping (a highland family) after the meeting today to get a 
free quote on some light maintenance around the school property and some ideas on 
how to spruce up the front entry way of the school.   
Mr. Henry also mentioned Circle Lawncare (another Highland family) who he has used 
in the past to come in before school starts in the fall to get things cleaned up… weeding, 
edging, etc.  He also has used them to clean up around the HMS stadium which we are 
now responsible for… weeding, spreading mulch, etc.   

F. Activity Night 
G. Mother's Day Flower Sale 
H. Candygram – Not going to take place this year.   
I. Bulletin Board – Will be adding the Dodgeball tournament, BIONIC night and 

the school play (March 17th – 19th)   
 

V. New Business 
A. Highland HERO 

 

In an open sharing format the meeting attendees spent some time talking about a 
possible Middle School Formal.  Mr. Henry said he has always steered clear of a formal 
for several reasons including cost but the main one being his belief that we should let 
middle schoolers be middle schoolers.  They have dances and formal affairs to look 
forward to in high school.   

Another question raised was should we celebrate our 8th grade girls basketball teams’ 
championship win.  They had a remarkable season.  The conclusion was that we should 
be careful to not recognize any one single sport, club, team, organization without being 
prepared to recognize all HMS achievements including band, choir, Power of the Pen, 
etc.  Additionally, not all sports/leagues have one “true” championship but rather varying 
“degrees” of championships.  Could get confusing.    

A new Fundraising idea was presented… American Ninja Warrior night in Hinckley.  The 
facility has several obstacle courses that that kids can do.  90 minute sessions.  
$15.00/student and we get 50%.  All scheduling and payment is done through their 
website.  Parents will sign their children up for a specific time slot and complete a 
mandatory waiver. 

And lastly, the question was asked… Do the Spring/Fall Sports have any sort of a 
season end celebration.  Mr. Henry shared that there typically is an after school event 
where the coaches meet with their teams, pass out certificates/awards and all the teams 
share pizza and snacks.  Really it is pretty much up to the coach on how they want to 
handle this.   

 

Adjourn:  1st – Julie Reeves, 2nd – Julie Reeves 



 


