
HMS PTO Meeting 

November 9, 2016 

6 members in attendance 

I. Old Business   

     A.  Review and approval of October minutes  

          1st – Mr. James, 2nd – Anne Hrics  

     B.  Teacher and staff Christmas gift    

The PTO will be providing the teachers with a White HMS t-shirt.  We will also add a little chocolate or 

something else that we will wrap up with a ribbon and make it look nice.  

It was also discussed that maybe we ask for donated Christmas Cookies and set them out in the Teachers’ 

Lounges.  This has been done in the past and was very well received.  A simple Sign Up Genius was sent out 

and those that wanted, baked and dropped off their cookies in the school office.  “To Go” boxes were even 

provided so that the staff could take some cookies home to share with their family.  Julie Reeves is going to 

talk with Amy Crandall who is in charge of hospitality and brainstorm the idea.  

     C.  PTO webpage  

          1. Check request/reimbursement form  

On 10/26 Anne Hrics emailed to Barb Pollock the forms that Sharon Elementary School uses.  Once Barb has 

had a chance to revise them to HMS, we will post them on the PTO webpage for easy access.  

          2. Officers  

Julie is going to contact Mr. Henry and have her and Anne’s (VP) email addresses added to the PTO webpage 

in case anyone wants to get in touch with the PTO Board.  

     D.  Corporate Sponsorships  

We have 13 sponsors to date.  Two banners have now been hung… one in each gym.  The banners cost 

$200/$250 ish for both.  Julie will get back to us with the exact amount.  

     E.  9-Square  

Mr. Henry confirmed that Playground World does not carry this item.  We have found out that 9-Square is 

exclusive and is not carried by other providers.  Pamela Murray spoke with a Senior Boy Scout who has earned 

his Eagle Award and he did not feel that this project would be “big” enough to qualify for the Eagle 

requirements.  Therefore it was decided that we would just purchase the whole kit.  We are awaiting a final 

total but the motion to buy was voted on.  1st – Kim Colasanti, 2nd – Anne Hrics.  Anne is going to place the 

order and have it shipped to the school.  

     F.  Organization  

          1.  Communication (e-blasts, Sign-Up Genius, link to PTO webpage)  

          2.  PTO calendar on webpage  



Julie is going to post a calendar of events on the PTO webpage for easy reference.  It will include all the PTO 

meetings and any other PTO related activities including tailgates, t-shirt sales, activity nights, etc.  

II.  Treasurer's Report  

Barb Pollock was not in attendance but emailed some input… 

- She will be meeting with our CPA and Lori Murdock (previous year’s treasurer) to finalize everything 

from the audit last school year.  Her goal is to have this done before the end of the calendar year.  

- Barb is requesting the tax exempt cards from the State of Ohio.  Once they update we will make photo 

copies and make it available for anyone purchasing items for the school. 

- First Merit Bank will have the list of new signers by Monday, November 14th.  Every board member is 

requested to stop in at the First Merit on RiverStyx and add their name to the list.  

- Just an FYI – Barb purchased pizza for Granger Elementary a few weeks ago and they offer 15% off to 

any Highland organization.  

- Barb also mentioned that the new Check Request/Reimbursement form we create must have an area 

to provide an address for the check to be mailed to.  

III.  Principal's Report  

** Note:  Mr. Henry was not in attendance so Mr. James delivered the Principal’s Report. 

A. Operation Christmas Child 10/31 - 11/9  

Chain Links students will be staying after school today to box up all the donated items and get them ready to 

be shipped.  

     B.  Parent-Teacher Conference 11/10  

     C.  Veteran's Day program 11/11  

Receipts will be coming in.  We budgeted $100. 

     D.  Coats for Kids 11/16- 11/28  

     E.  Canned food drive 11/28 - 12/5  

The Canned Food Drive will again be a friendly competition against Wadsworth Middle School.  HMS won 2 

years ago.  WMS won last year.  There is a rotating trophy with a Campbell’s Soup Can on top of it.  The 

opposing principal presents the trophy at the winning school’s Christmas assembly.  ☺ 

There was some discussion as to whether or not it would be a good idea to collect cash during this time period 

too, not just canned food items.  That way, parents who do not have extra items in their pantry but want to 

help, can still participate.  We would simply need a couple of volunteers to go do the shopping with the cash. 

Pamela Murray volunteered to do this.  She even suggested that we call the Food Pantry ahead of time and 

see what items they are specifically in need of before she goes shopping.  Julie said she would discuss this with 

Mr. Henry.  

     F.   8th grade Washington, DC trip  

11/17 @ 7:00 p.m. Parent Meeting in the Media Center. 

NEOMED Program – We budgeted $150.  Deb Allen will submit her receipts for some waters and small thank 

yous for the college kids that came for the program.  



IV.  Committee Reports  

     A.  Hospitality (Amy Crandall) - 11/17  

     B.  Activity Night (Missy Schreiner) - movie at HHS - 12/2 

Mr. James has been asking some of the students for suggested movie ideas.  He’s been hearing quite a few 

comments about Space Jam.  ☺ 

     C.  Tailgate (Pamela Murray, Diana Stiller)  

          1.  Jan. 10th (boys b-ball);  Jan. 28th (girls b-ball)  

          2.  Student section leaders  

Mr. Henry will begin to seek out student leaders for the two basketball tailgates.  

          3.  T-shirt, toy b-ball give aways?  

     D.  Book Fair (Kim Colasanti) - 2/6 - 2/10  

The book fair takes place during the week of conferences.  Based on what is sold, we can either get 50% back 

in Scholastic Dollars or we can take 25% in Cash.  Traditionally the award dollars from the book fair sale have 

been kept as Scholastic dollars.  This money is then used to buy books for the language arts teachers, 

classrooms and the library.  Some significant changes have been made to the library over the last year.  Mr. 

Henry would like to continue making it a warm, inviting place for learning, reading and working.  That includes 

updating the books on the shelves.  We currently have $620 in Scholastic Dollars sitting in our account.  

     E.  Bulletin Board  

Julie is working on updating the bulletin board.  

          1.  Holiday flare/upcoming events  

          2.  New student art - Mrs. Palencar  

          3.  Highland Hero  

     F.  Landscaping  

Julie was wondering if we can perhaps put Christmas lights on the trees in the courtyard.  She is going to ask 

Mr. Henry as Mr. James was not sure.  

V.  New Business  

     A.  Teacher and staff Christmas cookies  

     B.  Expenditure of Book Fair Sales  

     C. Coordinator for Mother's Day flower sale – Christine Hollabaugh!!!  

 

VI.  Adjourn    1st – Julie Reeves, 2nd – Anne Hrics  


