
HMS PTO Meeting          October 12, 2016 

8 members in attendance 

I. Old Business  

A. Review and approval of September minutes 

 1st – Missy Schreiner, 2nd – Anne Hrics 

B. 2016-17 budget  

1. Coffee for staff and teachers  

In the past we have budgeted $100 towards coffee for the staff.  However, it was suggested that 

we pull this out of the budget and allow the staff members to take turns buying their own coffee 

and filters.  There are several coffee pots throughout the building including a few Keurig type 

machines.  It was agreed that the decision to eliminate this $100 would remain. 

2. "Student reward" proposal  

3. Teacher and staff Christmas gift 

It was suggested that we give each staff member a WHITE HMS t-shirt as part of their Christmas 

gift this year from the PTO.  Mr. Henry agreed to work on getting a list of sizes for us.  Our price 

is $6/shirt.  An approximation of cost for the entire staff team is $480-$500.   

Voted on and approved… 1st – Julie Reeves, 2nd – Anne Hrics 

C. Previous teacher requests  

1. Mrs. Palencar - tissues and wipes  

Julie Reeves purchased tissues and wipes from Staples at a price of $88.58 and delivered them 

to Mrs. Palencar.  Julie will be reimbursed based on last month’s approval of this expense.   

2. Mrs. D'Annolfo - mastery buttons 

The Mastery Buttons purchased by the 8th Grade Language Arts teachers cost $402.18.  They 

have already been purchased and are being used.  The students seem to appreciate the 

recognition and are “sporting” their buttons with pride.  It was voted on and approved to 

reimburse Mrs. D’Annolfo for this expense.  1st – Barbara George, 2nd – Anne Hrics  

II. Treasurer's Report (Barb Pollock) 

Barb is working on creating a Check Reimbursement / Check Request Form for PTO.  Once 

finalized we will post this form on our PTO website for easy access.   

Barb is still working on closing out last year’s budget.  There are still a few pending expenses 

associated with the 8th grade year end celebration.  

SPIRITWEAR – We typically did not budget anything for Spiritwear because it has previously not 

been a fundraiser for us.  However, this year the Boosters gave us a “piece of the pie” from their 

sales at the stadium in August.  Next year, we hope to have an inventory of our own HMS            

t-shirts that we can sell at our Supply Sale.   

Approval of treasurer’s report:  1st – Missy Schreiner, 2nd – Rob Henry  

III. Principal's Report  

A. Parent-Teacher Conference - 10/13/2016  



For those parents that did not get to sign up for a time slot, they should be reminded that  

teachers have various windows of time to meet with parents during the school day.  The parents 

should feel comfortable sending their child’s teacher an email and asking for a meeting.   

B. Activity Night - 10/13/2016  

As in the past, there will be a DJ, a photo booth, activities and food!   

Due to a lower response of volunteers, we will be closing off the East gym and concentrating the 

students in the remaining areas.   

Missy Schreiner was able to purchase an inventory of 5,000 less expensive wristbands that will 

be used not only for the Activity Nights but also for future Tailgates.   

C. Rachel's Challenge -10/20/2016 

The fifth graders from the elementary schools will be bused to the middle school and join the 6th 

graders in one version of Rachel’s Challenge.  The 7th and 8th graders then view a more mature 

version of Rachel’s Challenge.  At 6:30 p.m., the evening of October 20th, Rachel’s Challenge will 

be offered to the entire community.  Note:  There is a movie called “I’m Not Ashamed” based on 

Rachel’s Challenge coming out in the theaters on Friday, October 21st.  Rated PG-13.   

REPORT CARDS:  Report Cards along with student fee letters will be sent home on 10/21 in 

paper format.   Information on the upcoming DC trip will also be sent home at that time to 8th 

graders.  The first payment for DC will be due early November.  This will probably be the last 

time report cards are printed and sent home.  Hopefully beginning with the 2nd quarter all report 

cards will be available on line.   

IV. Committee Reports  

A. Hospitality  

B. Activity Night  - See above…  

C. Tailgate  

The last tailgate for the Volleyball game went very well.  Mr. Henry said he would like to recruit 

some Student Leaders for the upcoming Basketball Tailgates in January.  These students would 

hang out in the Student Section and sort of lead their peers in cheering on the team and getting 

involved with the game.  We would like to try to divert the students’ attention away from their 

phones and more towards the athletic event.  It was also suggested that maybe we throw some 

giveaways into the crowd much like they do at the Varsity games… i.e. little basketballs, t-shirts, 

etc.   

D. Bulletin board  

Julie Reeves updated the bulletin board with sponsorship information, tailgate dates and the 

new HMS t-shirts.  Julie will be getting in touch with Nicole Beleski who was our bulletin board 

chairperson to discuss future updates to the boards.   

E. Landscaping 

A huge thank you to Julie Reeves and Anne Hrics for pulling lots of weeds and cleaning up the 

courtyard area.  We spent some time brainstorming about how to maintain this area moving 

forward.  We are currently seeking donations from local companies to help with our 

maintenance.  It was mentioned that Madden Brothers has been very generous to us in the past.  

We would like to form a Landscaping Committee to work together on this.  If anyone is 



interested, please contact Julie Reeves at jreevesmd@gmail.com.  It was also suggested that 

when the weather is warmer that we have students that are serving a Saturday Detention do 

some work in the courtyard.  

V. Fundraising  

A. T-shirts  

B. Corporate Sponsorships  

Goal was to gain 10 sponsors at $100 each.  We already have 13 .  Profit = $1300 

Barb Pollock is working on a spreadsheet that has all the information on our corporate sponsors.   

1. Bulletin board, banners, and The Middle Seat  

Julie Reeves is working on ordering the banners of our sponsors through Fast Signs.  She would 

definitely like to have it before 10/20 when we will have so many of our community members in 

our building for Rachel’s Challenge.  We will be ordering two banners… one for each gym.   

Mr. Henry will also list all the sponsors at the end of his Middle Seat messages.  

2. Thank you cards 

Julie ordered some very simple HMS notecards with a hornet on them that we can have on hand 

and use whenever needed.  She plans to send each of our sponsors a thank you note along with 

a photo of the Sponsors Banner hanging in our gymnasium.   

VI. New Business 

ORGANIZATION OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND VOLUNTEERS: 

The members spent a few minutes talking about how to not only recruit volunteers but how to 

maintain necessary information on this group.  In the past the PTO President would send out a 

Master Sign Up Genius with all of the PTO Committees listed on it as well as all of the volunteer 

needs that we have.  Everyone was welcome to sign up for any area of interest to them.  When 

doing this it provided us with their email contact information which could then be used for 

individual committee communication.  Question raised… Do we continue to have individual PTO 

Committee email distribution lists or do we communicate as a whole through an e-blast that is 

sent by Dawn Marzano?  

9 SQUARE 

Anne Hrics suggested that maybe the PTO look into purchasing a 9 square unit for the students 

to use at recess time.  Pamela Murray thought that maybe we could find a Boy Scout who would 

like to tackle the building of this as his Gold Award.  She agreed to look into this and get back to 

the group.  Anne said to just purchase the connectors and not the poles is $339 through “9 

Square in the Air”.  A discounted price for the school on the whole unit would be appox. $700.  

Mr. Henry also said he would check with his contact at Playground World to see if they 

inventory this sort of thing.  Barbara George thought she too may have a contact through 

Children’s Hospital that she was going to get in touch with.   

VII.  Adjourn 

1st – Julie Reeves, 2nd – Barbara George  

mailto:jreevesmd@gmail.com

