
 
 
April 17, 2017 Update 
Providing a safe and productive learning environment is and always has been our number one priority. The State 
has reviewed our elementary and middle school buildings and found that they no longer meet state minimum 
standards and recommend those buildings be replaced with newer schools. To create a long-term facilities master 
plan that reflects the needs of the community requires a great deal of research and we spent the last few months 
really listening to our residents. 

8 listening sessions with over 100 participants found: 
• A vast majority of participants indicated something must be done and conditions at the elementary schools 

and middle school require urgent action. 
• 3 elementary schools was the preferred option. 
• The next most popular option was 1 elementary school, if significant cost savings would be realized. 
• Some preferred 2 elementary schools as a “good compromise.”  
 
A public, online survey with 948 completed responses found: 
• 43% recommended 3 new PK- 5 schools; 13% indicated support for any option; 23% recommended 2 new PK-5 

schools; 13% recommended 1 new PK-5 school; and 9% would not recommend any option. 
• The most important factors participants considered in recommending a building option varied based on 

recommended option. 

 3 new PK-5 schools – educational programs & benefits (52%), transportation (46%), overall building size 
(41%), and maintaining individual community identity (41%) 

 2 new PK-5 schools – operating cost efficiencies (58%), cost to the taxpayer (56%), and educational programs 
& benefits (37%) 

 1 new PK-5 school – operating cost efficiencies (80%), unifying the district (64%), and cost to the taxpayer 
(61%) 
 

Summary & Next Steps: A plurality of respondents recommended 3 new PK-5 elementary schools, but the 
overwhelming sentiment was that something must be done.  A statistically-valid telephone survey is the next step 
and will be conducted by the end of April 2017. The board will weigh the data from community input, along with 
financial and academic considerations prior to making a final decision on a facilities Master Plan.  We will share 
more information as it becomes available. 


