
HIGHLAND BOARD OF EDUCATION  
REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 8, 2017 

7:00 P.M. 
 
The Regular Meeting was called to order and roll call taken by Dr. Christopher, 
Board President, at 7:01 P.M. 
 
Mr. Wolny, present; Mrs. Thomas, present; Mr. Houska, present; Mr. Kelly, 
present; Dr. Christopher, present. 
 
The next Regular Meeting will be held on March 20, 2017, in the High School  
Media Center at 7:00 P.M.  
 
ADDITION(S), CORRECTION(S) AND/OR DELETION(S) TO THE AGENDA 
 
None 
 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  17-02-22 
 
Mr. Houska made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wolny, that the Board of Education 
approve the Minutes of the Organizational Meeting and the Regular Meeting held 
on January 11, 2017, as presented. 
 
Mr. Houska, yes; Mr. Wolny, yes; Mrs. Thomas, yes; Mr. Kelly, yes; 
Dr. Christopher, yes. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS  17-02-23 
 
Mr. Kelly made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wolny, that the Board of Education 
approve the January 2017 Financial Reports, as presented. 
 
Mr. Kelly, yes; Mr. Wolny, yes; Mrs. Thomas, yes; Mr. Houska, yes; 
Dr. Christopher, yes. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR 2017 AMENDED APPROPRIATIONS – 
ADDENDUM #I   17-02-24 
 
Mr. Kelly made a motion, seconded by Mr. Houska, that the Board of Education 
amend the Fiscal Year 2017 Appropriations, as presented in Addendum # I. 
 
Mr. Kelly, yes; Mr. Houska, yes; Mr. Wolny, yes; Mrs. Thomas, yes; 
Dr. Christopher, yes. 
 
Motion carried. 
  
APPROVAL OF STUDENT ACTIVITY PROGRAMS’ PURPOSE, GOALS, AND 
PROPOSED BUDGETS  17-02-25 
 
Mr. Wolny made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Thomas, that the Board of Education 
approve the Student Activity Programs’ Purpose, Goals, and Proposed Budgets for 
Fiscal Year 2017, as presented. 
 
Mr. Wolny, yes; Mrs. Thomas, yes; Mr. Houska, yes; Mr. Kelly, yes; 
Dr. Christopher, yes. 
 
Motion carried. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK RESURFACING AUTHORIZATION  17-02-26 
 
Mr. Wolny made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Thomas, that the Board of Education 
authorize the Treasurer to engage the services of an architect for the purpose of 
developing specifications for the resurfacing of the Middle School Track and 
advertise and accept bids. 
 
Mr. Wolny, yes; Mrs. Thomas, yes; Mr. Houska, yes; Mr. Kelly, yes; 
Dr. Christopher, yes. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS’ AGENDA ITEMS 
 
GOVERNOR’S BUDGET DISCUSSION 
 
Mr. Kelly expressed his concern regarding the Governor’s recent budget proposal 
for the 2018-2019 biennium.  Simulations of the proposal indicate that Highland 
would not lose or gain any basic funding, but the formula calculations do illustrate 
that Highland would be back on the guarantee (or held harmless at current funding 
levels by transitional aid).  Guarantees/transitional aid could be subject to phase 
out in the future, which makes this status somewhat precarious for Highland.   
 
Dr. Christopher noted that the Highland Board of Education is not generally very 
political in nature, but he did express his strong opposition to a provision in the 
Governor’s budget proposal to add three additional ex-officio school board 
members from the business community.  These members would be appointed by 
the Superintendent.  Dr. Christopher objects to this proposal for two primary 
reasons.  First, he feels that it violates the principles of democracy.  Each school 
board member is elected by a vote of the people and are held accountable by their 
constituents.  If the community does not approve of the job a board member is 
doing, then he/she will not be re-elected.  Secondly, he disagrees with the premise 
that communities do not recognize the importance of having a strong business 
presence to support the educational mission of the school district.  He views this 
as an affront to the Board.  He noted that the Highland Board is populated by 
business people, and adding to that, brings little or nothing to the work and 
conversation that already occurs on a regular basis.  He stated that the Board is 
responsible for assuring a high quality of leadership in the school district and feels 
this has been accomplished with Mrs. Aukerman and Mr. Barnes.  There are many 
other items in the budget that bring some risk to Highland and the Board and the 
administrative team will keep appraised of those things as the budget process 
continues.             
 
Mr. Kelly also voiced his opinion about the continued expansion of for-profit charter 
schools, which seem to have strong support at both the state and federal levels.  
He noted that these schools are not held to the same standards as traditional 
public school districts.  He advocated targeting assistance through educational 
alternatives (like charter schools) to those public school districts that are struggling 
as opposed to trying to change the whole system in which there are currently 
many high-performing public schools.  Mr. Kelly reminded the audience that 
Highland has lost more than $2 million to charter schools since their inception.  
Mrs. Thomas stated that she worries that the next move will be to send more 
public school funding to private schools.  Dr. Christopher agreed that in certain 
situations and communities charter schools play a critical role.  He does oppose 
what appears to be a lack of accountability, and at some level, their ability to 
cherry-pick certain students, leaving a potentially inordinate burden on the public 
school systems.   
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FACILITIES DISCUSSION 
 
Mrs. Aukerman summarized the facility planning work done to date, which has 
included among other things collaborating with the OFCC/OSFC, convening a 
facilities advisory committee, and completing/updating enrollment studies and 
environmental studies.  She said the next step would be to solicit feedback.  She 
reviewed various community engagement activities slated for the upcoming weeks, 
which include 8 small group listening sessions at the end of February, an 
electronic survey open to all community members in March, and a statistically valid 
telephone survey to be conducted by an outside organization specializing in this 
area.  Over the coming weeks, she stated that it would be the job of the Board and 
administration to gather feedback, analyze data, and make a recommendation as 
to what the best option is for Highland’s facilities.      
 
She noted that the options currently include the following: 

 Do nothing 

 Build 3 new elementary schools in their current locations  

 Build 2 new elementary schools, eliminating 1 elementary school, which 
would be up to the community and the Board to decide 

 Build 1 large elementary school, condensing all elementary schools into 
one building   

*All of the above options except the first include renovating the Middle School.   
 
She encouraged everybody to participate in the survey because the District is 
excited to hear what the community has to say.   
 
Mr. Houska inquired about the state’s involvement in terms of cost sharing and 
whether any changes at the state level would provide the opportunity to get this 
done sooner rather than later.   
 
Mrs. Aukerman shared that there are special programs available to schools that 
have exceptional facility needs.  She also noted that even if Highland were to 
participate in such a program, the state’s contribution to the project would be 
around 5% due to Highland’s classification as high wealth.  While this seems like a 
small amount, it could add up to millions of dollars on a large building project.  
Highland has been working with the OSFC to gather cost estimates for the various 
scenarios, but she cautioned that these estimates are very preliminary and based 
upon the Ohio Design Manual.  She said Highland might determine there are 
additional items not addressed by the manual that would be entirely funded by 
local money (example, space for Latchkey).       
 
Dr. Christopher added that this is very complicated and the District does its best to 
be transparent about cost.  Everyone must understand that these are very 
preliminary cost estimates. 
 
Mr. Kelly said the most important thing right now is that the District is being 
methodical and he encouraged the taxpayers of the community to provide their 
feedback because the Board wants to hear from as many people as possible.  
Mrs. Aukerman concurred and expressed the strong interest the District has in 
hearing what the community has to say.  She noted that this is a very complex 
issue that the District has spent the last 2 years exploring in depth.  She added 
that there are no preconceived notions and there is a cost associated with doing 
nothing.     
 
Dr. Christopher mentioned that he and several Highland administrators recently 
attended an OFCC educational visioning conference in Columbus.  He noted that 
there are many opportunities to use space to your advantage in creating an 
optimal educational environment for young children.  There is a lot to think through  
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and consider and this is an important part of the story to tell as the District 
continues to engage the community. 
 
Mrs. Thomas encouraged people to sign up for the listening sessions, which are 
limited in space.  She said if the sessions fill up, more would be added.  Mrs. 
Aukerman agreed and provided contact information for individuals to sign up.  
Burges & Burges is facilitating the listening sessions.  No Highland Board 
members or District employees will be at the sessions to ensure all participants are 
comfortable speaking freely in providing their opinions.  
 
Mrs. Aukerman circled back around to the Governor’s budget proposal.  With 
respect to his idea to appoint three additional members to the Board from the 
business community, she said it is concerning to her that the Governor is making 
statements such as “Business people from the outside who don’t have to stand for 
election or anything else can really disrupt the type of curriculum that’s taught in 
the schools.”  This is particularly mind-boggling due to the fact that districts follow 
a standards based curriculum established by the State of Ohio.  Mrs. Aukerman 
strongly believes that the Highland Board of Education represents this community 
very well and could not have better business people on the Board.  She 
appreciates what the Board does and thinks there is a total misunderstanding by 
the Governor regarding the backgrounds and credentials of the individuals who 
serve on these boards of education.  
 
HEARING OF INDIVIDUALS AND/OR DELEGATION REPRESENTATIVES 
 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S AGENDA 
 
COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA PRESENTATION – BETHANY DENTLER 
 
Mrs. Dentler was unable to attend the meeting.  In her absence, Treasurer Neil 
Barnes provided a brief summary of the latest proposed Community Reinvestment 
Area (CRA) application/investment in Granger Township by Akron Medina 
Corporate Park II (AMCP II).  The application describes the proposed construction 
of an 83,000 square foot building to market to prospective warehousing, medical, 
retail, and office tenants.  The goal is to create 50 new full-time jobs with a total 
payroll of $2,000,000.  The total investment is estimated to be $5,000,000.  The 
company hopes to break ground in late February and complete construction within 
a year.  AMCP II is seeking a 50% abatement of property taxes for the next 15 
years.  The application has already been approved by Granger Township and is 
also expected to be approved by Medina County.  The District does not actually 
approve the CRA agreement, but rather works directly with the company to 
negotiate a compensation agreement to help offset the property tax losses to the 
District resulting from the CRA agreement.  The compensation agreement, which 
specifies an annual payment of $5,000 throughout the abatement period, is 
included in the contracts/agreements consent agenda for Board approval.             
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APPROVAL OF OUT-OF-STATE TRIP  17-02-27 

 
Mr. Houska made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wolny, that the Board of Education 
approve the High School Out-of-State Trip to the 2017 FIRST Robotics 
Competition – Greater Pittsburgh Regional, leaving on March 15, 2017 and 
returning on March 18, 2017. (The cost of the trip is being paid for by the 
participants.) 
 
Mr. Houska, yes; Mr. Wolny, yes; Mrs. Thomas, yes; Mr. Kelly, yes; 
Dr. Christopher, yes. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS  17-02-28 
 
Mrs. Thomas made a motion, seconded by Mr. Houska, that the Board of 
Education accept the following donations, as listed: 
 
TO    FROM    ITEM/VALUE 
  

Sharon Elementary Holy Martyrs Church School Supplies/$100.00 
Sharon Elementary David Lloyd  Art Room Canvas Materials/$500.00 
Sharon Elementary Sharon Womens Club Library/$200.00 
Sharon Elementary Sharon PTO Forces & Motion Program/$395.00 
Sharon Elementary  Sharon PTO Teacher Classroom Support/$428.79 
Granger Elementary Granger PTO Projector & Laptop/$1,459.00 
Granger Elementary Granger PTO Large Screen/$740.00 
Granger Elementary Granger PTO Classroom Supplies/$973.83 
Highland High School Andrew Lynden Weber Upright Piano & Stool 
Highland Middle School Highland Choir Boosters Solo & Ensemble Accompaniment and  

  OMEA Conference/$511.34 

 
Mrs. Thomas, yes; Mr. Houska, yes; Mr. Wolny, yes; Mr. Kelly, yes; 
Dr. Christopher, yes. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS FOR USE OF FACILITIES/WAIVER OF FEES  
17-02-29 
 
Mr. Wolny made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kelly, that the Board of Education 
approve the following requests for use of facilities and waive associated fees, with 
noted exceptions, as listed: 
 
HIGH SCHOOL 

 HS Auditorium – Wednesday – 3/22/17 – 6:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. – Soccer 
Parent & Coaches Meeting – Highland Youth Soccer – Joey Clark 

 HS Cafeteria – Wednesday – 2/15/17 – 7:00 P.M. – HS Football Moms 
Meeting for Incoming Freshmen – Football Moms Club – Nicole Meikle  

 HS Library – Saturdays - 1/21/17, 2/4/17, 2/18/17, 3/4/17, 3/18/17, 4/8/17, 
4/22/17 & 5/6/17 – 11:00 P.M. – 12 Noon – Highlanders 4-H Club Meetings 
– Tina McKeen 

 HS Cafeteria – Tuesday – 2/21/17 – 4:30 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. – Highland 
Youth Wrestling Banquet – Melissa Vazsonyi  

 HS Choir Practice Room – Mondays – 1/30/17 through 5/22/17 – 2:30 P.M. 
– 4:00 P.M. –  Voice Lessons – Heather Foutz 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 MS West Gym & Cafeteria – Wednesday – 5/3/17 – 3:30 P.M. – 8:30 P.M. 
– 5th Grade D.A.R.E. Graduation – Deputy Sharon Centner 

 
GRANGER ELEMENTARY 

 GE Library & Music Room – Tuesdays – 2/21/17 through 4/18/17 – 3:30 
P.M. – 4:45 P.M. – Science Olympiad – Holly Kildoo 

 
HINCKLEY ELEMENTARY 

 HE Cafeteria – Wednesday – 4/5/17 – 3:45 P.M. – 4:45 P.M. – PTO 
Science Olympiad – Effie Aceto 

 HE Gym – Mondays & Wednesdays – 3/6/17 through 5/17/17 – 3:45 P.M. – 
4:45 P.M. – Girls on the Run – Lisa Chapman 

 
SHARON ELEMENTARY 

 SE Cafeteria – Wednesday – 2/22/17 – 6:00 P.M. – 8:15 P.M. – PTO 
Science Olympiad Parent/Child Orientation – Shelly Butcher 

 SE Gym & Cafeteria – Monday & Friday – 4/17/17, 4/21/17, 4/24/17 & 
4/28/17 – 6:00 P.M. – 8:30 P.M. – PTO Science Olympiad Event Practice – 
Shelly Butcher 

 SE Cafeteria – Wednesday – 4/19/17 – 4:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M. – PTO 
Science Olympiad Practice – Shelly Butcher 

 
FEES NOT WAIVED  

 GE – Varsity Baseball Field – Thursdays – 6/8/17 & 6/29/17, & Tuesdays –  
6/20/17 & 7/18/17 – 6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. – Ohio Diamond League 
Baseball Games – Premier Athletics, Inc. – Bill Bentley 

 GE – Varsity Baseball Fields – Thursday through Sunday – 6/15/17 – 
6/18/17, 7/6/17 – 7/9/17 & 7/20/17 – 7/23/17 & Friday through Sunday – 
6/30/17 – 7/2/17 – 9:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. – Elite Baseball Tournaments -  
Strike Force Academy – Ken Wilson 

 
Mr. Wolny, yes; Mr. Kelly, yes; Mrs. Thomas, yes; Mr. Houska, yes;  
Dr. Christopher, yes. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS    17-02-30 
 
Mr. Houska made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wolny, that the Board of Education 
approve the following contracts and/or agreements, items A through D, as 
presented: 
 

 Medina County Educational Service Center Agreement 2017/2018 

 Akron Medina Corporate Park II CRA Compensation Agreement 

 College Credit Plus Pathways Partnership with Kent State University 

 College Credit Plus Partnership with Cuyahoga Community College District 
 
Mr. Houska, yes; Mr. Wolny, yes; Mrs. Thomas, yes; Mr. Kelly, yes; 
Dr. Christopher, yes. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – PERSONNEL  17-02-31 

 
Mr. Kelly made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Thomas, that the Board of Education 
approve the following personnel items A through I, as presented: 
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EMPLOYMENT CERTIFIED SUBSTITUTES/HOME TUTORS – ADDENDUM # II 
 
Adopted the attached list of certified substitutes/home tutors for use for the 
2016/2017 school year, as submitted by the MCESC, and presented in  
Addendum #II. 
 
MATERNITY LEAVE – CERTIFIED 

 
Approved the maternity leave request of Julie Malone, Middle School Math 
Teacher, effective with the birth of her child, (anticipated due date of 5/6/17), 
returning at the start of the 2017/2018 school year. 
 
RESIGNATION – CLASSIFIED 
 
Accepted the resignation of Danijela Stefanovic, Sharon Latchkey Assistant, 
effective 1/18/17. 
 
EMPLOYMENT – CONSULTING SERVICES 
 
Employed James Reusch, for consulting services to the Highland Local School 
District, on an hourly “as needed basis”.  
 
EMPLOYMENT – CLASSIFIED 
 
Employed Cassandra Jirous, Sharon PM Latchkey Assistant, on a one-year limited 
contract of employment, for the 2016/2017 school year, effective 1/25/17. 
 
CHANGE OF STATUS – CLASSIFIED 
 
Approved a change of status for the Granger, Hinckley and Sharon Latchkey 
Coordinators, from 5 hours per day to 6 hours per day, effective 2/13/17. 
 
EMPLOYMENT – ATHLETICS CAMPS/CLINICS 
 
Employed the following individuals on an “as needed basis” for the 2016/2017 
school year (These wages are paid entirely from the respective sport’s club 
account): 
 

 Brad Smalls  Girls Soccer Camp $240.00 

 Jules Turiczek  Girls Soccer Camp $240.00 

 William Zufall  Girls Soccer Camp $600.00 
 
EMPLOYMENT – CLASSIFIED SUBSTITUTES  
 
Employed the following individuals, on one-year limited contracts of employment, 
on an “as needed basis”, for the 2016/2017 school year, as listed:  

 

 Judy Hale, Substitute Aide, effective 1/12/17 

 Jennifer von Harten, Substitute Cook, effective 1/27/17 
 
EMPLOYMENT – CO-CURRICULAR/SUPPLEMENTAL 
 
Employed the following individuals on one-year limited supplemental contracts of 
employment for the 2016/2017 school year, as listed: 
 

 Jennifer Brothers  HS Assistant Track Coach Boys Volunteer 

 Nate Howard  HS Assistant Track Coach Boys $5,879.00 – 11 yrs 

 Holly Phillips  HS Assistant Softball Coach $4,285.00 – 0 yrs 

 Tim Snook  MS Assistant Track Coach Boys $3,886.00 – 7 yrs 
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ALL EMPLOYMENT ITEMS ARE CONTINGENT ON SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS AND PROPER 
CERTIFICATION WHEN APPLICABLE. 
 
Mr. Kelly, yes; Mrs. Thomas, yes; Mr. Wolny, yes; Mr. Houska, yes; 
Dr. Christopher, yes. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With all in agreement, the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 P.M. 
 
 
 
     ______________________________ 
     President 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
     Treasurer 
 


