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Highland Local School District is among 447 districts across the 
U.S. and Canada to be named to the 8th Annual AP District Honor 
Roll by the College Board. This is the fifth time that Highland has 
received this honor, which recognizes districts for simultaneously 
increasing access to Advanced Placement (AP) course work while 
increasing the percentage of students earning scores of 3 or higher 
on AP exams. Reaching these goals indicates that these districts are 
successfully identifying motivated, academically prepared students 
who are likely to benefit from rigorous AP course work.

“This is a significant achievement for our staff, our students and our 
community,” stated Mrs. Carrie Knapp, Principal at Highland High 
School. “As one of the top ranked schools in the State of Ohio, we 
pride ourselves on offering educational opportunities with increased 
rigor and a challenging curriculum. Our students are encouraged 
to push themselves academically through the courses they choose 
to study and recognition by the College Board is an excellent 
representation of that.”

The first step to delivering the opportunity of AP to students is 
providing access by ensuring courses are available and that all 
students have an opportunity to participate. Inclusion on the 8th 
Annual AP District Honor Roll is based on the following criteria:

• Increased participation/access to AP by at least 4 percent in 
large districts, at least 6 percent in medium districts, and at 
least 11 percent in small districts; 

• Increased or maintained percentage of American Indian/Alaska 
Native, Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino, and Native 
Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander students taking exams and 
increased or maintained the percentage of American Indian/
Alaska Native, Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino, and 
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander students scoring 3+ on 
at least one AP Exam; and 

• Improved performance levels when comparing the percentage 
of students in 2017 scoring a 3 or higher to those in 2015, 
unless the district has already attained a performance level 
at which more than 70% of its AP students are scoring a 3 or 
higher.

 
AP course work and exams enable students to prepare to pursue 
college-level studies while still in high school. Students learn to 
think critically, construct solid arguments and see many sides of an 
issue – skills that prepare them for college and beyond. More than 

HIGHLAND NAMED TO ANNUAL AP HONOR ROLL

90 percent of colleges and universities across the U.S. offer college 
credit, advanced placement or both for a score of 3 or higher on 
an AP Exam, which can potentially save students and their families 
thousands of dollars in college tuition.

Inclusion on the 8th Annual AP District Honor Roll is based on the 
examination of three years of AP data, from 2015 to 2017. The 
College Board is a mission-driven, not-for-profit organization that 
connects students to college success and opportunity. Founded in 
1900, the College Board was created to expand access to higher 
education. Today, the membership association is made up of 
over 6,000 of the world’s leading educational institutions and is 
dedicated to promoting excellence and equity in education.

HIGHLAND HIGH SCHOOL
• Highland High School offers 16 AP courses and exams. 
• In May 2017, 620 exams were administered to 287 students.  
• 13 seniors earned the title of AP Scholar, taking three exams 

with an average score of at least 3.0. 
• 23 students earned AP Scholar with Honor, meaning they 

received an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams 
taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these 
exams. 

• 21 seniors earned AP Scholar with Distinction, granted to 
students who receive at least a 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, 
and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams. 

• 4 students earned National AP Scholar, meaning they 
received an average of at least 4 on all AP Exams taken, and 
scores of 4 or higher on eight or more of these. 

For more information, please visit: https://apcentral.collegeboard.
org/score-reports-data/awards/honor-roll
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ACADEMIC CHALLENGE TEAM IS 1ST RUNNER-UP
Congratulations to the Highland High School Academic 
Challenge Team of Collin McInnes, Owen McInnes, Kyle Horton 
and Paul Gatsios who were 1st runners-up in the 2017 TRASH 
(pop culture) Tournament at Olmsted Falls High School on 
December 16. The team played 10 rounds and remained 
undefeated until the very end. In an exciting championship 
match against The University School, the score was tied after 
the final question and, in the end, the HHS team lost the 
tiebreaker. Despite the heartbreaking loss, the team did an 
awesome job in this fun tournament, which covered all aspects 
of pop culture from music to movies, sports, internet trends 
and video games. There were more than 60 teams competing, 
with Highland represented by two teams. Kudos to all the 
competitors! 
 

HMS STUDENTS CAPTURE  
TOP ESSAY HONORS
Congratulations to Highland 
Middle School 8th graders Emma 
Vomero and Maria Davis who 
were recognized as winners of 
the Medina VFW Post’s “2017-8 
Patriot’s Pen” essay contest on 
December 7 at a special dinner. The 
girls wrote a 300-400 word essay 
on the theme “America’s Gift to My 
Generation.” Emma, the daughter 

                    of Dean and Cristina Vomero of 
Hinckley Township, captured 2nd place locally and won $500 
for her essay. Maria, the daughter of Calvin and Tina Davis of 
Montville Township, placed 3rd and won $250. Both young 
ladies had the opportunity to read their essay to those in 
attendance. 

Congratulations to Highland 
High School senior band 
students, Erich Standar and 
Irina Psota who were recently 
accepted into the Ohio 
University Wind Symphony. 
They auditioned for the 
symphony in November. On 
December 7-8, they visited 
the campus and performed 
music for their families. Erich 
is the son of Herbert and Sally 
Standar of Hinckley Township, 
and Irina is the daughter of 
Paul and Rosemarie Psota, also 
of Hinckley.

Pictured from left: Paul Gatsios (senior), Kyle Horton (senior),  
Collin McInnes (senior) and Owen McInnes (freshman).

TWO ACCEPTED INTO  
OU WIND SYMPHONY

HIGHLAND RECEIVES STATE 
‘MOMENTUM AWARD’ 
Ohio’s State Board of Education 
has granted the Highland Local 
School District with the 2016-
17 Momentum Award. Now in 
its third year, the Momentum 
Award recognizes districts 
that have received A’s on each 
Value-Added measure included 
on Ohio’s school and district 
report cards.

“This award reinforces that both 
achievement and academic 
growth at Highland is very 
high,” stated Superintendent 
Catherine Aukerman. “Our 
district report card for the 
2016-17 school year shows 
our students enjoyed greater 
than expected growth in 
reading and mathematics. This 
accomplishment makes us part 
of an elite group of districts 
that are ensuring the academic 
growth of students from every 
background and ability level.”

In addition to the overall 
district award, both Granger 
Elementary School and Highland 
Middle School were recognized 
with individual school 
Momentum Awards. 

Members of the State Board of
Education recognize that 
Highland recruits dedicated 
school leaders and staff and 
equips them with the tools they
need to ensure academic 
growth for every child. 

To learn more about this award,
visit: http://education.ohio.
gov/Topics/District-and-School-
Continuous-Improvement/
Awards-and-Recognition/
Momentum-Award.

Erich & Irina

Maria & Emma
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HIGHLAND STUDENT-ATHLETES SIGN LETTER OF INTENT
Congratulations to the following Highland High School student-athletes who committed 
to attend and play their respective sport on a college level next fall. The signing took 
place on November 8 at the high school with family and friends in attendance.

Cooper Phelps, son of Gina and Mark Phelps of Sharon Township, will attend Ashland 
University where he will play golf. Cooper was named 2017 Suburban League American 
Division Player of the Year, as well as 1st Team All-Suburban League in 2016 and 2017.

Riley Fisher will attend and play baseball for Coker College in South Carolina. He is a 
four-year scholar athlete for the Hornets, 2016 Team USA Ohio Valley Selection, and 
named to the 2017-18 Under Armour Pre-season All-American Team. He is the son of 
Ron and Julie Fisher of Hinckley Township.

Daniella Delfino, daughter of Dan and Mindy Delfino of Hinckley Township, will attend 
Cleveland State University where she will play soccer. She is a four-year scholar athlete 
and letter winner. She received Honorable Mention status and was named 2nd Team 
All-Suburban League.

Hanna Griffin, daughter of Jeff and Michele Griffin of Montville Township, will also 
attend Cleveland State University where she will play softball. She is a four-year scholar 
athlete and letter winner. She was named to 1st Team All-Suburban League during her 
sophomore and junior year at Highland, as well as 2nd Team her freshman year.

Gavin Noble will attend Ashland University where he will join the baseball team. A 
varsity letter winner, he is the son of Brian and Kelly Noble of Granger Township.

Jackson Miller, son of Gary and Debra Miller of Sharon Township, will attend Lake Erie 
College where he will play baseball. He is a two-time USA Baseball National Team 
Identification Series Alum, was named 2nd Team All-Suburban League and ranked 7th 
for shortstops in Ohio by Prep Baseball Report.

Ashley Mennenga, daughter of Shawn and Christie Mennenga of Granger Township, 
will attend the University of Cincinnati where she will join their swim team. Ashley is 
the 2016 State Runner-up in the 100 Backstroke; four-time All-Ohio (100 Back, 100 
Fly); NISCA All-American; USA Swimming Scholastic All-American; two-time Suburban 
League Girl’s Swimmer of the Year; three-time 1st Team All-Suburban League; and USA 
Swimming Junior National Qualifier.

Pictured in 
front from left 
are Ashley 
Mennenga, 
Daniella Delfino 
and Hanna 
Griffin. In back 
are Cooper 
Phelps, Gavin 
Noble, Jackson 
Miller and Riley 
Fisher.

MAINZER EARNS 
PERFECT SCORE  
ON ACT
Congratulations to 
Highland High School 
junior Quade Mainzer 
who recently earned the

      highest possible ACT 
composite score of 36. On average, only 
about one-tenth of one percent of students 
who take the ACT earn a top score. In the 
U.S. high school graduating class of 2017, 
only 2,760 out of more than 2 million 
graduates who took the ACT earned a 
composite score of 36.

Quade’s achievement is both exceptional 
and rare, considering the fact that he is a 
15-year-old high school junior. While test 
scores are just one of multiple criteria 
that most colleges consider when making 
admission decisions, Quade’s ACT composite 
score should prove helpful as he pursues his 
college education and career goals.  
 
Moreover, students who earn such a score 
have likely mastered all of the skills and 
knowledge they will need to succeed in the 
first-year college courses in the core subject 
areas.

The son of Doug and Julie Mainzer of 
Hinckley Township, Quade is involved in 
several educational and extracurricular 
groups at Highland High School. As a 
member of the Speech & Debate Team, he 
was a national qualifier and ranked among 
the top 23 in the nation in June 2017. 
Additionally, he is a member of the National 
Honor Society, Astronomy Club, Robotics 
Team, Marching Band, Key Club, Student 
Council, Academic Challenge and Latin Club. 
Quade also serves as secretary of his junior 
class and remains active in Medina County 
4H. For the past two years (as a freshman 
and sophomore), he has achieved the 
highest score at HHS on the American Math 
Competition (AMC) Test. 

Quade
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HMS WINS CANNED  
FOOD DRIVE
In an ongoing, friendly canned food drive 
competition between Highland and Wadsworth 
middle schools, Highland collected an 
impressive 6,334 cans and emerged the winner 
this year! Wadsworth collected just over 4,000. 
The two schools were competing to win the 
contest by bringing in the most cans of food, 
which is then distributed to three church food 
pantries in the Highland District, as well as 
to the Wadsworth Salvation Army. A rotating 
trophy will be presented to Highland Middle 
School for their victory! “This has been a 
wonderful way to benefit so many Medina 
County families with our food drive,” stated 
HMS Principal Rob Henry, “and our students 
had fun while collecting to fill the food pantry.” 

Pictured from left are Izzy Shank, Mia Gargano, Garrett Nolte,  

Caden Davis and Nicole Grimes.

Highland Students & Staff. . . 

OVER 300 COATS 
COLLECTED!
The 8th grade DARE Role Models, along with the High 
School DARE Role Models and SADD students, began 
their annual Coats for Kids Campaign with the hopes of 
collecting a total of 200 coats. When all was said and 
done, over 300 coats, along with snow pants, hats and 
gloves, were collected from all five Highland Schools! 
A heartfelt thank you is extended to the Highland 
community for their generous donations. 

DARE Role Models also collected over 424 pounds of 
food for Feeding Medina County, equaling $722.89. This 
ultimately helps to fill weekender bags for needy children. 
This is Highland PRIDE at its BEST!

(At Right) Highland Middle School 8th grade DARE 
Role Models pictured from left are Nicole Hemming, 
Leah Heini, Grace Lukens, Alessandra Goyette and 
Meredith Doak.
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Celebrating a Season of Giving Back

Students from Sharon and Granger Elementary Schools 

each held a week-long food drive from December 4-8 to 

collect needed food and non-perishable items that will be 

donated to the Church at Stony Hill Food Pantry and the 

St. Paul’s Sharing Center. Both pantries were in need of 

non-perishable food items, household items and toiletries. 

More popular items collected included spaghetti sauce, 

peanut butter, canned fruit, juice boxes, cereal, tuna, 

pasta, toilet paper, detergent and toothpaste.

Hinckley Elementary students and staff also participated 

in the “season of giving back” by donating to the Holiday 

“Giver of Warmth” collection for the Highland Community 

Support Network. Kindergarten and 1st graders donated 

347 hats; 2nd and 3rd graders donated 424 pairs of gloves 

and mittens; and 4th and 5th grades donated 940 pairs of 

socks! 

Granger students pictured in front from left: Ava Valentino, 

Audrey Whitling, Colin Keeley and Rafferty Beranek. In back  

are Liana Paramushchak, Matthew Krajewski, Brady Jeffers  

and Alyssa Storad.

Hinckley students pictured in front from left: Josh Gaydos and Nathan 

Roasa. In back are Brandon Swarm, Jackson Miller, Caitlyn Thornton, 

Rylee McKendry, Joey LeBlanc, Amelia Smith and Niko Djordjevich.

Sharon students pictured from left: Olivia Kimble, Kyla Troutman, 

Charlotte Chester, Owen Frazee, Noah McCourt and Ashton 

Gleba.

Thanks to all those families who made 
a generous donation to help those in 

need this holiday season.



BACH SECURES COVETED 
SPOT IN STATE ART EXHIBIT

Congratulations to Highland Middle School 
8th grader, Ione Bach, who has secured a 
distinguished spot in the Ohio House of 
Representatives Student Art Exhibition in 2020. 
The exhibition highlights the creativity and 
talent of students from each of the 99 House 
Districts, and recognizes the importance of arts 
education in Ohio’s high schools. Her artwork, 

                                     titled “Venus,” (pictured below) will be on 
display from January 1, 2020 
until December 31, 2020. The 
exhibition is held at the Vern 
Riffe Center for Government 
and the Arts in the hallway 
connector between the 
Riffe Center and the Ohio 
Statehouse in Columbus, 
Ohio, and stems from the 
partnerships of the Ohio Arts 
Council (OAC), the Ohio House 
of Representatives and the 
Ohio Art Education Association 
(OAEA). Ione is the daughter of 
Shaine and Lucy Bach of Granger Township. 

Congratulations to Jane Back, Granger 
Elementary Reading Specialist, who was the 
recipient of the 2017 Community Service 
Award on November 26. The award is given 
annually by the Sharon Heritage Society to 
an individual who has contributed to the 
preservation and enrichment of Sharon 
Township. 

Jane is dubbed a valuable asset to the 
                                          Sharon community where she has remained 
a long-time volunteer. Her involvement, just to mention a few, 
includes the Sharon Circle Halloween festivities, volunteering at 
Sharon Elementary School, as well as serving as a Boy Scout leader 
and Girl Scout co-leader. Jane has also organized and implemented 
summer entertainment at Sharon Circle Park and Sharon 
Community Park. 

In 2015, Jane was also awarded the Highland Pride Award for her 
extraordinary efforts with Highland Schools.

Jane and her husband, Steve, reside in Sharon Township and have 
three children; David and Michael who are Highland graduates and 
Anna, who is currently a sophomore at Highland High School.

64 INDUCTED INTO NHS AT HHS
Congratulations to the 64 Highland High School students who were 
inducted into the 2017-18 National Honor Society at Highland High 
School on November 2. They include: Audrey Anich, Nicole Babik, 
Anna Back, Caroline Burns, Jackson Carriero, Elly Ciesinski, Lily Coss, 
Emma Crone, Donna Davidyuk, Erik Ehrenfeld, Stephanie Fannin, 
Ana Foutz, Emma Fry, Jacob Gallaspie, Matthew Garcia, Ella Gardner, 
Ressa Gasser, Paul Gatsios, Ryan Gigiano, Julia Gillin, Maxfield 
Goettler, Emily Hadler, Amy Hall, Alyssa Haun, Kelsey Heichel, 
Cameron Jean, David Jones, Brianna Kean, Alexander King, Connor 
Klein, Emily Knoer, Halley Krochta, Hanna Kunzler, Anna Lanier, 
Arianna Lindemann, Madelyn MacMurray, Nicholas McFadden, 
Madelyn Meacham, John Meaden, Benjamin Miller, Serena Naizer, 
Varun Natarajan, Lorelyn Nolte, Casey Paulson, Allyson Perhacs, 
Ananya Ramasamy, Hanna Reljin, Alaina Scavuzzo, Caitlin Sheridan, 
Leo Smith, Ruby Swan, Caroline Szekely, Jacob Tecco, Cole Tessena, 
Trent Thomas, William Van Fossen, Sara VanGelder, Katarina 
VanKirk, Leah Wagner, Allayna Wirebaugh, Brock Withers, Tori 
Wright, Mackenzie Yu and Addyson Zugaro.

Highland Community Education courses 
for Winter/Spring include several new and 
fun options! Enroll now in our exciting 
classes for students and adults including 
an Engineering Club for students in grades 
K-5, Middle School Yoga for Girls and Boys, 
Party’N with Plants, Bee Keeping, Beginning 
Spanish, Beginning Guitar, Photography, Zumba, Retirement 
Planning, Smoking Cessation, Weight Loss Control, Toxic Awareness 
and more. Saturday morning classes include the Fundamentals of 
Cooking, Babysitting, Princess Training and MMA Fitness Boot Camp 
and others.  
 
Register today! Questions? Please email Mary Fran Kudla at 
mkudla@highlandschools.org or call 330-239-1901, ext. 5503. 
Course catalog and registration form can be found at: www.
highlandschools.org.

NOTABLE NEWS
JANE BACK IS RECIPIENT OF 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 

WINTER/SPRING COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION CLASSES
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Ione

Mrs. Back
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NEW YEAR BRINGS MASTER PLAN FOR NEW SCHOOLS
With the passage of the $63 million bond issue in November 
2017, our district is excited to welcome the new year as we 
embark on the planning process to replace our three aging 
elementary schools and undergo needed renovations to 
Highland Middle School.

Representatives from our design and engineering firm, GPD 
Group, led an initial educational visioning process with district 
staff on December 12. A cross-section of personnel from across 
the district represented each grade level and special area. 

Educational visioning is the first step in understanding and 
defining 21st century teaching and learning environments 
before moving forward with the design and construction of 
our new facilities. This process ultimately allows the staff, 
administration and community to explore ideas to better define 
a collective vision for the education of our students.

At the December 18 Board of Education meeting, GPD Group 
announced that design work will begin in January 2018, with 
construction to commence the following year. Renovations to HMS 
will begin in May and completed over a two-year period in an effort 
not to disrupt student learning. Renovations and additions include 
heating and air conditioning, roofing, electrical updates, site paving 
and a new orchestra room.

GPD Group outlined that the Master Plan for the new elementary 
buildings will focus on four areas and include ESTABLISHING 
A VISION, NEW SPACES, CORE FEATURES and 21ST CENTURY 
LEARNING.

Below are some of the aspects that will be considered in the design 
phase of the process. 

 

Establishing A Vision: 21st Century Learning:

New Spaces: Core Features:
• Academic Core
• Special Education
• Media Center
• Visual Arts
• Music
• Physical Education
• Student Dining
• Food Service
• Custodial
• Building Services
• Administration

• Square Footages
• Daylighting
• Technology Integration
• Tack Surfaces
• Furniture
• Color
• Restroom Design
• Signage
• Finishes
• Classroom Storage

• What will students in our schools be doing in 20 years?
• What will staff be doing in our schools in 20 years?
• What does this imply for facilities?
• What is “a day in the life of a student?”
• What is “a day in the life of teacher?”
• How will the community be involved in the school?

• The 21st century schools are focused more on:

• A student-centered learning environment

• Flexibility and collaboration

• Communities for learning

• Project-based learning 
• The 20th century was a century of creating efficient 

schools; the 21st century has, so far, been a century of 
looking for effectiveness in schools.

• The 20th century was the century of the teacher; the 21st 
century is the century of the learner.

• The teacher used to hold all the information; now the 
teacher is the guide.

• Learning is a social activity. Students learn better when 
they are in strong relationships with teachers and peers.

• Teachers’ work is supported through strong relationships 
and collaboration with other professionals.

• Schools are often looking for more community 
connections to improve students growth and learning. 

What’s Next & Staying Informed:
As the design phase and overall construction timeline continue to evolve, we will keep you informed through our e-newsletters,  
website and facebook page. We now have a dedicated webpage for the new schools project, which can be found on the 
highlandschools.org homepage under Quick Links, titled “NEW SCHOOLS.” Please check back often for the most current 
information. Should you have any questions, please contact Dawn Marzano, Director of Communications at 330-2391-1901, ext. 
1261 or via email at marzano@highlandschools.org.
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FOUNDATION UNVEILS 
NEW WEBSITE 
The Highland Foundation for Educational 
Excellence has just completed a redesign 
of its website. The newly updated site, 
which is now live, will further enhance 
functionality and improve communication 
with parents, students, staff, donors and 
the community at large. Located at www.
highlandfoundation.org, the site features 
a fresh, updated and consistent design, 
easy-to-read content and user-friendly 
navigation. Check it out!

COMING UP: 
BEO STRINGS RESIDENCY 
A young and innovative classical string 
quartet (2 violins/viola/cello) from 
Pittsburgh, PA, Beo Strings specializes 
in a traditional classical repertoire, as 
well as exploring new musical styles and 
boundaries. They will work with the 410 
students of the Highland orchestra program 
during a two-day workshop on March 
7-8, which will focus on chamber music, 
technical precision and making artistic 
decisions as independent performers. The 
project will culminate with a performance 
featuring Beo in concert with the HHS 
orchestra students on March 8 in the high 
school auditorium. Concert time is 7 p.m.

Annual Dinner Event is Record-Breaker!
Highland Foundation for Educational Excellence extends a 
sincere thank you to the Highland community for a record-
breaking, 13th Annual Great Gifts Dinner on November 
4 at Weymouth Country Club. The theme for this year’s 
event was A Vintage Soirée...Honoring the Past, Inspiring 
the Future. Guests enjoyed a 1920s theme and each 
neighboring township was represented at 1920s-style 
stations. Guests were given passwords to “enter” into the 
different township stations to try to win a prize.  

Now in its 17th year, and through the generosity of donors, 
sponsors and volunteers, The Highland Foundation for Educational Excellence has provided 
more than $1.25 million in support to Highland Schools students and staff. Established in 
2000, The Highland Foundation is an independent, non-profit community organization that 
supports enrichment programs for the Highland Local School District. The Foundation is a 
separate entity from the Highland Schools Board of Education.

The Highland Foundation focuses on six core areas of need: Literacy; Fine Arts; Community 
Enrichment; Science Technology, Engineering, Mathematics (STEM); Special Education; 
Intercultural Studies.

Theresa Wright, Executive Director of the Foundation, stated that this year’s event was 
unprecedented with attendance and donations. Additionally, the silent auction was a huge 
hit with guests, especially with the introduction of mobile bidding. Some of the silent 
auction baskets included artwork from Highland art teachers, graduation seats, as well as 
an amazing assortment of baskets donated by local businesses.

As in past years, a delicious dessert auction was held with bakery items donated by local 
bakers and community members. Proceeds from this auction will fund scholarships for 
graduating seniors at Highland High School.  

Live auction items included a diamond, halo pendant necklace donated by J. Grande 
Jewelers; Andre Bocelli tickets donated by Louis Perry Group and Jim Calderone; Cleveland 
Cavalier’s loge tickets and Harlem Globetrotters tickets donated by Bil-Jac Foods; and 
Orthodontics donated by Dr. Charles Pfister. Dr. Pfister was the premiere sponsor for the 
2017 event. A sincere thank you is also extended to 2014 Highland alumni and auctioneer 
Chris Sulzener.  

Added Attraction, along with high school students from Volunteer Opportunities for Teens 
(VOFT), entertained and helped guests check in and Funkology entertained the crowd 
throughout the night.  

To learn more about The Highland Foundation, please visit www.highlandfoundation.org.

Please save  
the date! 

Next year’s 
annual event 

is set for 
November 10, 

2018. 


