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For the past two years, parent and 
community representatives, experts 
in school planning and district staff 
have worked to create a facilities 
plan for our future. The proposed 
facilities plan specifically addresses 
the problem of aging buildings and 
provides opportunities to create 
flexible, student-focused learning.

We know our elementary schools 
have served us well over the past 
90-plus years, but the educational 
and financial challenges they now 
present cannot be overlooked 
any longer. The newly proposed 
facilities plan addresses the 
problems of our aging buildings  
and is a solid, long-term investment 
that will allow us to focus our 
dollars on instruction — not on 
emergency building repairs —  
and provide a safe and productive 
learning environment for our 
youngest citizens.

BOND ISSUE FOR NEW SCHOOLS

After extensive research, professional input and community engagement, it has been 

concluded that the construction of three new elementary schools and renovation  

of the middle school is the most responsible, long-term option for our community.  

Please read the facts to understand why this issue is important to our future.

3.9 Mill Bond Issue on November 7 Ballot

• Our elementary schools and middle 
school are aging, inefficient and no longer 
suitable for today’s K-8 education. 

• Every year, the district spends thousands 
of dollars on emergency repairs on our 
deteriorating K-8 buildings, which are 
an average age of 77 years old (Sharon 
Elementary is nearly 100 years old). 

• Electrical systems cannot handle 
classroom technology needs and 
upgrading them would be cost prohibitive 
and inefficient in antiquated buildings. 

• Inadequate and expensive boiler systems 
cause excessive heat and cannot be 
temperature controlled, inhibiting a 
student’s ability to concentrate. 

• Leaking and aging plumbing cause 
cracking walls and falling ceiling tiles, 
and excessive flooding and drainage 
problems displace students and 
distract from education. 

• Buildings were not built for modern 
safety and security standards and are 
not ADA accessible. 

• There is a lack of space for today’s 
classroom learning and technology. 
 

 But, there is a solution! 
 (Please see Pages 6-7 for more 
 information)
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HHS STUDENTS ARE NATIONAL MERIT SEMI-FINALISTS
Highland High School is proud to announce that it has three 
National Merit Semifinalists for 2018. Congratulations to 
Highland seniors Larkin Cleland, son of Kent Cleland and Karen 
Widder of Montville Township; Ben Lewton, son of Benny and 
Elizabeth Antognoli of Granger Township; and Clara Vorndran, 
daughter of Susan and Jerry Vorndran of Wadsworth Township. 

These academically talented high school seniors have the 
opportunity to continue in the competition for some 7,500 
National Merit Scholarships worth more than $32 million. 
Semifinalists must fulfill several requirements to advance to 
the Finalists level of the competition. About 16,000 students, 
or approximately one-third of the 50,000 high scorers, were 
notified recently that they have qualified as Semifinalists. To 
ensure that academically talented students from all parts of 
the United States are included in this talent pool, Semifinalists 
are designated on a state-representational basis. They are 
the highest scoring entrants in each state. To be considered 
for a National Merit® Scholarship, Semifinalists must advance 
to Finalist standing in the competition by meeting high 
academic standards and all other requirements explained in 
the information provided to each Semifinalist. Finalists will be 
named in the Spring of 2018.

Ohio Regional Music Arts and 
Cultural Outreach (ORMACO) 
kicks off the 2017-18 World 
Tour of Music series with the 
Columbus-based Irish group, 
The General Guinness Band, at 
8 p.m. on Saturday, October 28 
at Highland High School, 4150 
Ridge Road, Medina. 

This acclaimed group has 
performed the music of Ireland 
for over 35 years in hundreds 
of concerts, programs, festivals, 
television and radio programs, 
including shows at Dollywood’s 
Valley Theater and performing 
with the Chieftains.

Combining songs collected by 
vocalist and Kilkenny, Ireland 
native James O’Shea with 
energetic fiddle tunes, four 
part harmonies, and Irish step 
dancing, the band’s richly told 
stories-in-song also incorporate 
humor and provide insight into 
the charming lore and myth 
of the Irish. This lively group 
will perform repertoire heard 
nowhere else. 

Concert tickets are $10 in 
advance and are available at 
all Medina County Buehler’s 
stores, by calling 330-722-2541 
or online at ormaco.org (credit 
card processing fee applies). 
Tickets at the door are $12. 
Cash or check only, please.

DR. CHRISTOPHER TO BE
HONORED WITH AWARD

Congratulations 
to Dr. Norman 
Christopher, 
Chairman, 
Department 
of Pediatrics 
at Akron 

Children’s Hospital, who was 
chosen by the Ohio Chapter 
of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, to receive the 2017 
Elizabeth Spencer Ruppert 
“Outstanding Pediatrician of 
the Year” award. This award 
honors Dr. Christopher for 
his expertise and leadership 
in child health on both local 
and state levels. The award is 
the Chapter’s highest honor 
as it recognizes a pediatrician 
for their distinguished 
achievements and outstanding 
contributions to the 
advancement of pediatric care 
and dedication for patients and 
physicians. 

Dr. Christopher, a resident 
of Medina and a long-time 
member of the Highland Board 
of Education where he serves 
as its current president, will 
receive his award during a 
special reception on October 27 
in Columbus. 

Clara, Ben and Larkin

GENERAL GUINNESS BAND 
COMING TO HIGHLAND
OCTOBER 28

Please Remember to 
Vote on November 7!
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3 NAMED NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED SCHOLARS 
Congratulations to Highland High School seniors Collin 
McInnes, son of Chris and Jodie McInnes of Wadsworth; 
Victoria Grayson, daughter of Mark and Helen Grayson of 
Granger Township; and Kyle Horton, son of Jim and Carri 
Horton of Montville Township, who were named Commended 
Scholars in the 2017-18 National Merit Scholarship Program. 

Of the 1.6 million entrants, some 50,000 with the highest 
PSAT/NMSQT® Selection Index scores qualify for recognition 
in the National Merit® Scholarship Program. These students 
are among the more than two-thirds (about 34,000) of the 
approximately 50,000 high scorers who received Letters of 
Commendation in recognition of their outstanding academic 
promise. The mission of National Merit Scholarship Corporation 
(NMSC) is to recognize and honor the academically talented 
students of the United States. NMSC accomplishes its mission 
by conducting nationwide academic scholarship programs. 
An enduring goal of NMSC’s scholarship programs is to shine 
a spotlight on brilliant students and encourage the pursuit of 
academic excellence at all levels of education.

There is still time to register for Highland Community Education 
courses for Fall 2017. They include several new and fun 
options! Enroll now in our exciting classes for students and 
adults including an Engineering Club for students in grades 
K-5, Middle School Girls Yoga, Party’N with Plants, How to 
Read Music for Guitar, Bee Keeping, Therapeutic Massage, 
Meditation, Toxic Awareness and more. Saturday morning 
classes include the Fundamentals of Cooking, Babysitting, 
Princess Training and MMA Fitness Boot Camp. Register 
today! Questions? Contact Mary Fran Kudla at 330-239-
1901, ext. 5503 or via email at mkudla@highlandschools.org. 
Course catalog and registration form can be found at: www.
highlandschools.org.

SECOND ART SUPPLY DRIVE A SUCCESS
The Highland High School Chapter of the National Art Honor 
Society successfully completed its second art supply drive.
Students and teachers from the high school generously donated 
items ranging from crayons to watercolor paints. Over 200 items 
were donated to Leggett Community Learning Center in Akron and 
items were delivered to the school on September 20. The newest 
member of the Art Department, Mr. Brian Graham, accompanied 
NAHS officers Dagny Sacksteder and Holly Sammon to personally 
deliver the items. ESL instructor, Mrs. Victoria Standard and her 
students were delighted to receive the much needed supplies. 

Collin, Victoria and Kyle

Pictured in front from left are Highland students Holly Sammon, 
Elly Smith, Sophia Timony, Jewel Foutz, Sarah Vala and Andy 
Kuhl. In back: Bryce Towne, Haley Gerney, Katarina VanKirk, art 
teachers Bonnie Kubilus and Pat Wise, Abby Dean, Elly Ciesinski 
and Hannah Zuro.

STILL TIME TO REGISTER FOR HCE FALL CLASSES

GEIGER IS 2017 
HOMECOMING 
QUEEN 
Congratulations 
to Highland senior 
Delaney Geiger 
who was crowned 
2017 Homecoming 
Queen during the 
Highland football 
game on October 
6. Congratulations 
is also extended to  
the entire court, including sophomore Ananya Ramasamy, 
senior Annamarie Digiacobbe, senior Arora McCargar, junior Ava 
Mastrianni, freshman Lindsey Frederick, senior Sarah Vala and 
senior Erin Christian.

Delaney and her parents James and Shari.
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CAMP OUTING 
LEAVES LASTING 
IMPRESSION
For the past 25 plus years, Highland 
Middle School 6th graders have had 
the opportunity to experience Camp 
Wanake in Brewster, Ohio. During 
this three-day outing, friendships are 
made and leaders are born! It’s the 
first time that students from all three 
elementary schools (Sharon, Hinckley, 
Granger), have the chance to get 
together, hang out and learn about 
one another in a fun, yet challenging 
setting. Nearly 250 students attended 
the camp this year, along with dozens 
of parent and teacher chaperones. 
Approximately 40 Highland High 
School students also attended and 
served as student mentors and have 
been known to leave a lasting impact 
on many of the 6th grade students.

6th graders took part in a number of educational and recreational activities  
during the three-day camp experience. (Top left) Pictured are Evan Kirn, Max Wuchter,  

Ryen Moorhead and Carter Houglan; (Top Right) Ryan Przybysc.

HIGHLAND STUDENTS MEET, TALK WITH FRENCH STUDENTS
From September 29 through October 
9, 20 high school students (and three 
teachers) from our sister school, Jean 
Cassaigne High School in Mont de 
Marsan in France, visited Highland and 
stayed with host families. During their 
stay, French students were exposed to 
education at Highland High School and 
visited our elementary schools  and 
middle school to speak with younger 
students about the French culture. 
Students at each building had the 
opportunity to ask questions and even 
worked on art projects together. 

Pictured with the French students 
are Granger Elementary 4th 
graders in Mrs. Melissa Waltos’ 
class. 
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2017 SHARON 
WALK-A-THON

HIGHLAND STUDENTS MEET, TALK WITH FRENCH STUDENTS

GRANDPARENTS 
ARE SPECIAL GUESTS
AT HINCKLEY
Grandparents were extended a warm welcome 
as special guests to Hinckley Elementary School 
on October 4-5. This annual event is a huge hit 
and is held after school so that grandparents 
are able to enjoy quality time with their 
grandchildren, enjoy refreshments, tour the 
building, take pictures and learn about some 
of the educational programs that are offered at 
the school. Over 300 grandparents attended the 
two-day event. 

Sharon Elementary PTO hosted its annual 
“Walk-A-Thon” fundraiser on September 29 
and the weather was perfect for the event! 
This year’s theme was “Take a Walk on the 
Wild Side!” Students and parents walked, 
ran and danced to the music as they made 
their way around the field behind the 
school. This year’s goal was $23,000, but 
that was surpassed by over $3,000 with 
a grand total of $26,365.84. Mrs. Lynn 
Bardar’s 3rd grade class raised the most 
money with a total of over $2,095. 
Grand Prize winner was 3rd grader Landon 
Mosier, and Runner Up was 5th grader 
Elizabeth Chester. The PTO is grateful for 
the hard work and dedication that students 
and their families put forth for this event. 
All monies raised will benefit the students 
at Sharon, including activities and events 
such as Fall Festival, Beach Day, COSI, Field 
Day, Garden Club, School Carnival and so 
much more! 

Pictured above are 
4th graders students  
as they head around 
the field behind the 

school.

At left are 4th 
graders Emma Traugh 

and Kale Lowe
as they take “A Walk 
on the Wild Side” with 

their animal masks!

Pictured above: Noreen Miklich with 
grandson Marcus Vanek, 3rd grader.

At right: Paul and Marilyn Kostansek with 
grandsons Tommy Nimon, 3rd grade, and 

Michael, 1st grade.
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BOND ISSUE FOR NEW SCHOOLS

Build three new K-5 elementary 
schools, one on or near each current 
site (Granger, Hinckley, Sharon). The 
district is working with its architect, 
GPD Group, on site assessments to 
make final determinations. All schools 
will be built and designed for future 
student enrollment growth if needed.

Renovations to Highland Middle School 
will provide significant improvements 
to the existing school. The district plans 
to address the most pressing needs – 
HVAC, electrical upgrades, safety and 
security enhancements, and additional 
flexible space to accommodate 
learning. Renovations would take 
place over several summers as to not 
displace students while these upgrades 
are made.

 
DESIGN FEATURES 
• Traditional, flexible and extended 

classroom spaces that supports 
project-based and student-
centered learning.

• Technology upgrades to support 
learning in the 21st Century and 
beyond.

• Furniture will be mobile and easy 
to rearrange for small or large 
group learning.

• Natural light to core academic 
spaces.

• Advanced safety and security 
features included.

• Energy-efficient design.
• Improved traffic patterns by 

separating cars and buses.
• Separate parent drop-off and pick-

up area.
• Parking expansion. 

SITE SOLUTIONS

The District is constantly growing and striving 
to remain future-focused so that our students 
have the academic tools they need to 
succeed in the 21st Century and beyond.  

OUR NOVEMBER BOND ISSUE
 
For several years, Highland’s school leaders and community 
members have worked together to build an effective, long-term 
strategy for addressing our aging facilities.

Upon the recommendation of Highland parents, community 
members, staff, as well as the Ohio Facilities Construction 
Committee, the Board of Education has placed a Bond issue on the 
November 7, 2017, ballot to provide the funds to construct, furnish 
and fully equip three new elementary school buildings and make 
needed renovations to Highland Middle School.

The administration has agreed to work with the Ohio Facilities 
Construction Commission in an effort to receive 5 percent of 
matching funds from the state, which equals approximately $3 
million.

The 3.9 mills levy will generate $63 million and will cost 
a homeowner $11.38 per $100,000 valuation.

We have a lot to be proud of – past, present and future. This 
proposed facility plan builds on our legacy of excellence and 
provides for our Pre-K-8 students to attend new or newly renovated 
spaces that will serve our community for many years to come.

To learn more or to view our most common Frequently Asked 
Questions regarding our schools and the Bond Issue, please visit 
www.highlandschools.org and select “About Our Facilities” link, 
which can be found on the homepage under “Quick Links.”
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We are excited by the thought of moving our District forward.

Current building conditions at our 
elementary schools and middle school.



w w w . h I g h l a n d f O U n d aT I O n .O R g

The Highland Alumni Association, in partnership with The 
Highland Foundation for Educational Excellence hosted the 
Inaugural Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame on October 6 at 
Highland Middle School. The committee honored the first Hall of 
Fame class and recognized the 50th Anniversary of the Class of 
1968. It was a special evening, as Highland Board of Education 
member Chris Wolny read each inductee’s impressive list of 
accomplishments. 

The event was catered by alumni John Kolar, Executive Chef/
Owner of Thyme 2, and Chef Jennifer Englehart-Starcher of 
Eclectic Edibles Catering. Following the induction, the group was 
transported to the Highland Homecoming game at the stadium. 

Congratulations to the following Hall of Fame inductees:
 
DR. ROGER CHAFFEE is a graduate of the class of 1976.  
Academically, he was at the top of his class and was the lead in 
the high school musical. He played basketball, baseball and was 
a co-captain of the football team. He earned his undergraduate 
from Ohio Wesleyan where he also played basketball and 
baseball.  He earned his medical degree from The Ohio State 
University.  Dr. Chaffee was recently appointed chair of Summa 
Health System’s Department of Cardiovascular Disease, medical 
director of an Akron free clinic and the recipient of the Dr. Carl E. 
Krill Sr. Award.
 
BARBARA J. (KHOENLE) DZUR, a 1959 graduate, was just as  
active in high school as she is now in the Medina County 
community.  In high school, Barbara was class president, active 
in yearbook, the Girls Athletic Association, Future Teachers of 
America and was a Homecoming attendant. She holds a bachelor 
of science in Secondary Education/English and Psychology, 
a Masters of Education in Guidance and Counseling and 
postgraduate studies doctoral program in School Administration. 
 
WILLIAM S. (BILL) KONYHA is a 1966 graduate. He played 
football and baseball. Bill attended Kent State University and Ball 
State University.  He has been active in a number of community 

ANNUAL DINNER AUCTION  

‘A VINTAGE SOIREE . . . HONORING THE PAST, INSPIRING THE FUTURE’
The Highland Foundation cordially invites you to attend its 13th Annual Great Gifts Dinner from 6-11 p.m. on Saturday, November 4 at 
Weymouth Country Club. This year’s theme is “A Vintage Soiree…Honoring the Past, Inspiring the Future.” Online ticket registration is now 
open at highlandfoundation.org.  Cost is $100 per person ($75 for Highland staff members). Cash bar available. A get-a-way to nearby 
Historic Ohio City is the main raffle prize. The grand prize drawing includes a visit to Ohio City, 1920’s style! Stop at the Velvet Tango Room 
speakeasy for drinks and apps; enjoy dinner for 2 at Crop located in the historic banking district; and a 1-night stay and 3-course breakfast 
at the J. Palen House B&B. The winner will be drawn at the event (winner need not be present).  Guests will also enjoy dinner, dancing, live 
and silent auctions with spectacular gifts, as well as a dessert auction featuring many talented local bakers and pastry chefs. All proceeds 
benefit The Foundation and its mission to enhance, enrich and supplement learning opportunities for our students, staff and community.

COMMITTEE INDUCTS FIRST GROUP INTO ALUMNI HALL OF FAME

development projects including rural community and rural 
economic development efforts.  Bill has had an exemplary political 
career as he has worked in the Indiana Economic Development 
Association and served as the Chair of its Legislative Committee.  
Bill was awarded the highest award an individual may receive for 
service and leadership in Indiana. 

DR. JEFFREY L. PAY is a 1994 graduate. While at Highland, Dr. Pay 
was a member of the National Honor Society and was a National 
Merit Finalist. He played football, golf, basketball and baseball and 
was also a member of the concert band. Dr. Pay is an accomplished 
ER doctor, youth football coach, dedicated husband, father and 
Highland community member. 
 
DR. CHARLES R. PFISTER, 1973 graduate, is a well-known and 
respected orthodontist working in our community.  Dr. Pfister 
earned his undergraduate degree from the College of Wooster and 
his dental degree from Case Western University.  Dr. Pfister remains 
an active member of the dental community and the Highland 
community.  He has been a youth athletics coach and supporter 
of various Highland groups including being a key sponsor and 
supporter of The Highland Foundation.  

From left are Dr. Charles Pfister, Dr. Roger Chaffee, Barbara Dzur, 
Bill Konyha and Dr. Jeffrey Pay.


