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About TRIAD Research Group 
• Full service market research firm – telephone, online, in-

person surveys, focus groups, depth interviews, etc.

• In business since 1975

• Research for public sector organizations 

• Have worked for numerous local school districts in Ohio, 
including for the Highland Schools in 2010 and 2014

• Aid in long-range planning, marketing, communications 
and in passing tax issues
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Survey Methodology

•Telephone survey of 350 likely voters in the 
Highland School District

•Calls distributed across the district in proportion to 
the ballots cast in past elections

•Margin of error is +/-5.2% at 95% confidence level  

•Conducted April 21 to 30, 2017
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Survey Purpose

Main Purpose = Gauge community opinions of the 
Highland Schools and towards a possible bond issue. 

The survey examined …

• General attitudes toward the schools 

• Perception of school facilities

• Support for building 1, 2 or 3 new elementary schools 
and renovating the middle school

• Reasons for and against a possible bond issue. 
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Community opinions of the Highland Schools 
remain high.

• 94% rated the quality of education excellent (72%) or 
good (22%)

• 81% feel very (33%) or somewhat (48%) informed about 
the schools

• 69% agreed that they trust the Highland Schools to do a 
good job with its tax money, up from 59% in 2014 
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Over half (53%) think the elementary and middle 
schools need major repairs or replaced.  

•61% of voters with children in the Highland Schools said they 
need replaced compared to 27% of those who don’t have 
children in the schools. 6
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Over half (52%) favored building two new elementary 
schools.
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-57%

-39%

-44%

52%

46%

Strongly Oppose Strongly Favor
Oppose Favor

33%

Not Sure
OPINION OF BUILDING ONE, TWO OR THREE NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

PositiveNegative

Replace the three existing elementary 
schools with new buildings in the current 
locations and renovate the middle school 

Replace the three existing elementary 
schools with one new, consolidated 
school building for all elementary 
students built in a central location and 
renovate the middle school 

Replace the three existing elementary 
schools with two new buildings, one in 
Sharon and one in Hinckley and renovate 
the middle school 
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Half (51%) would support a bond issue for 2 new 
elementary schools.
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Definitely Against Definitely For
Probably Against Probably For

32%

Not Sure
VOTE ON BOND ISSUES TO BUILD 1, 2 OR 3 NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

PositiveNegative

A $60 million bond issue to build three
new elementary schools which would 
cost about $11 dollars a month more  

A $54 million bond issue to build one
new school for all elementary students 
in the district, which would cost about 
$10 dollars a month more

A $55.5 million bond issue to build two
new elementary schools which would 
cost about $10.33 cents a month more 

6%

6%
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There were some important differences.

• Over half of every demographic group would vote against building 
1 new elementary school. 

• Support for the 2-school bond issue was higher overall and among 
most subgroups – except among Highland school parents.  

• Parents were slightly more supportive of the 3-school bond issue 
(64/30) than the 2-school issue (59/33). 

• Those without children in the schools were more likely to support 
the 2-school issue (47/47) than the 3-school issue (36/58). 

• Voters in Granger Township were more supportive of the 2-school 
issue (43/53) than the 3-school (37/57) or 1-school (38/55) bond 
issues. 
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Some reasons given for and against were the same 
for each option. 

• For voters said …
• Schools are old, need replaced, improved

• Good schools improve quality, good for property values 

• Will vote for any issue

• Against voters said …
• No more taxes, can’t afford

• Schools aren’t that bad, don’t need new schools
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Other reasons varied for each option. 

• 3- school option 
• For – like smaller, neighborhood schools for young children 
• Against – costs too much, asking for a lot of money

• 1-school option 
• For – will cost less, more efficient, less staffing, maintenance, 

busing
• Against – too far away, too much busing, t0o big, prefer 2 or 3 

smaller schools

• 2-school option 
• For – smaller, cost is better and 2 schools are enough
• Against – prefer 3 schools, prefer 1 school
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About half of the voters (44%) would support more 
than one bond issue.
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COMBINED VOTE ON OPTIONS
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Against/NS on all
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Vote for 1 option

34%

17%

27%

22%

• The 22% who only voted for one bond issue were divided – 6% one school, 8% 
two schools, 8% three schools. 

• Of the 27% who favored 2 issues, 18% voted for the 2 and 3 school issues and 8% 
voted for the 1 and 2 school issues. 



At the end of the survey, 65% of voters said they 
would support a bond issue for the schools.
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Q18 SECOND VOTE ON A BOND ISSUE TO BUILD 1, 2 OR 3 NEW 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND RENOVATE THE MIDDLE SCHOOL
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20%
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20%

45%
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• The number of schools was not specified in the second vote. The For and 
Undecided voters were still divided in their preferences (26% - 3, 26% - 2, 
15% - 1). 



Cost is a concern for some voters.

• 46% agreed that the schools are important, but I can’t afford to pay 
more taxes, 54% disagreed. 

• Just a third (34%) preferred building 3 new schools when told it would 
cost $5 to $6 million more or about $1.00 a month more in taxes than 
building one or two new schools.  

• 46% said knowing that if new elementary schools are built each 
community would continue to have its own school. This primarily 
appealed to the For voters on this issue. 

• 42% said knowing that the 1-school plan would not save much money in 
operating costs, but teachers could more easily collaborate, and share 
resources and technology is a good reason to build one new elementary 
school. This too primarily appealed to those already in favor of the 1-
school plan. 

• 55% agreed that replacing the elementary schools is more important, we 
can deal with the middle school later. 34% disagreed. 
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Six of the 7 reasons for the bond issue tested well.  
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1.   The elementary buildings are 68, 88 and 95 years old and each 
year, the district spends thousands of dollars in operating money 
making band-aid repairs to fix flooding, leaks, falling ceiling tiles, 
and crumbling walls (62% very good reason) 

2.  The elementary and middle schools do not have the safety 
measures needed today including secure entrances and modern fire 
suppression systems (60%)

3.   The electrical systems in the old buildings are inadequate and 
cannot handle today’s use of computers and other classroom 
technology (55%)



The remaining three reasons were:  
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4.   The schools are not fully handicapped accessible which means 
students and visitors with physical disabilities sometimes have to 
go outside to use the ramps and re-enter the building to get from 
classroom to classroom (55%)

5.   All three elementary schools and the middle school have 
inadequate heating and ventilation systems with some rooms 
reaching 95 degrees in the fall and spring (53%) and

6.   It would cost about $46 million just to repair and renovate the 
schools to meet state minimum standards while for between $54 
and $60 million we can have new elementary schools and a                 
renovated middle school (53%).



Voters strongly agreed with two positive statements 
about having new schools.
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-27%

-25% 73%

Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
Disagree Agree

71%

POSITIVE STATEMENTS ABOUT THE SCHOOLS
AgreeDisagree

Highland has a modern high school, it’s 
time to upgrade the buildings for 
elementary and middle school students. 
(Q17b) 

Having better elementary and middle school 
facilities will help attract people to the 
community. (Q17d)



In Summary

 There is little support for the $54 million bond issue to build one new elementary for all the 
students in the district.  A majority of both parents and non-parents opposed this issue. 

 The $55.5 million bond issue to build two new schools – one in Hinckley and one in Sharon 
– has the best chance of passing.

• This issue has more support among non-parents, voters in Granger and Probably For voters. 

• Highland parents are slightly more supportive of the 3-school plan than the 2-school plan.

 There may be a chance of passing a $60 million bond issue to build three new schools if the 
schools can communicate more reasons for this plan.  

 There is community support for new elementary schools.  By the end of the survey, 65% of 
voters would definitely or probably vote for a bond issue to build new elementary schools 
and renovate the middle school.

 Voters still need more information about the condition of the elementary schools and the 
reasons presented in the survey were very good.

 While cost is a concern for many voters, a large majority think it’s time to upgrade the 
elementary and middle school buildings. 
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