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In September, the Ohio Department of Education 
released the 2018 report card results, as well as 
the accountability reports.

We are proud to announce that the Highland School District was 
one of only a small number of districts to earn an “Overall” grade 
of A this year.  Of the 612 school districts in the state, only 28 
districts earned an A.  We are one. We are also the only district in 
Medina County to earn an A grade.

This is the first time state report cards have given letter grades of A 
through F in up to 10 categories and six components.

Measures of the state report card are Overall Grade, Achievement 
Grade, Progress, Graduation Rate, Gap Closing and Prepared for 
Success. The Highland District is not graded in the K-3 Literacy 
category because students entering kindergarten meet state 
expected standards. 

“There is reason to celebrate and to be proud of all of the 
hard work that goes into a designation such as this,” stated 
Superintendent Catherine Aukerman. “We acknowledge our 
students and teachers for their continued focus and commitment 
to learning.  We are also thankful to have such a supportive 
community that recognizes the importance of a high quality 
education.”

“We are pleased, of course, to have such strong results, but we do 
not let the report card alone define us,” Mrs. Aukerman continued. 
“It is one, but not the only, measure of a school or district’s 
success.  It is equally important to us that our students are well-
rounded, caring and compassionate individuals – something that 
the state report card doesn’t measure.  However, it is something 
we see here every day at Highland.” 

“We believe that our teachers and staff are doing an outstanding 
job in preparing all of our students to perform at high levels. 
We work hard each and every day to achieve the highest results 
possible,” she concluded.  

HIGHLAND AMONG 28 IN STATE TO EARN ‘A’

Highland earned As in Graduation 
Rate, Progress and Gap Closing
• Graduation Rate — Highland’s is 97.9 percent — and 

top in the county. The graduation rate focuses on 
the percent of students who successfully finish high 
school with a diploma in four years.

• Progress —  This component looks closely at the 
growth that all students are making based on past 
performances. Highland was rated excellent in all 
the value-added scores — overall, gifted, lowest 
20 percent in achievement and students with 
disabilities.

• Gap Closing — This component shows how well 
schools are meeting the performance expectations 
for our most vulnerable students in English language 
arts, math, graduation and English language 
proficiency. 

Highland earned Bs in Achievement  
and Prepared for Success 
• Achievement —  This component represents whether 

student performance on state tests met established 
thresholds and how well students performed on tests 
overall.

• Prepared for Success — Whether training in a 
technical field or preparing for work or college, 
this component looks at how well prepared Ohio’s 
students are for all future opportunities.
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MAINZER IS HOMECOMING QUEEN
Congratulations to Highland High School’s 
2018 Homecoming Court! Pictured from left 
are HHS seniors Kristin Curran, Sadie Nayman, 
Homecoming Queen Cecilia Mainzer, Nicole 
Babik and Kaitlyn Niese. Also on the court 
were junior Katy Phillips, sophomore Annalise 
Loomis and freshman Kaitlin Herman.  

The Highland Hornet logo and 
the Highland H have officially 
been trademarked and 
copywritten! This is great news 
for the District, as we now 
have complete control over our 
school logos and will be better 
able to maintain a consistent 
brand and identity in our 
communities.

All schools in the district, as 
well as PTOs and other district-
sponsored groups, clubs and 
organizations are permitted to 
use the official logos. Logos are 
not to be altered or changed in 
any way. No other versions or 
renditions of the Hornet or the 
H will be permitted to be used 
on printed items or clothing 
without prior consent by the 
Superintendent or the Director 
of Communications.

High resolution formats of 
the official logos are available 
upon request from the 
Communications Office.

Permission must be granted 
in writing prior to any outside, 
for-profit agencies, businesses 
or organizations reproducing 
the Hornet or the H logos. 
Please email marzano@
highlandschools.org with any 
questions. 

HIGHLAND LOGOS NOW
REGISTERED TRADEMARKS

YORKO SELECTED AS POLICY FELLOW
The Educational Policy Fellowship Program 
housed in Cleveland State University’s Center 
for Educational Leadership (CEL) has selected 
Deb Yorko, Highland’s Director of Special 
Education, as a 2018 Educational Policy Fellow. 
The Fellowship is a 12-month professional 
development program where organizational 
leaders learn about effective leadership 
practices in the policy environment and how 
to establish action-oriented and mutually 
beneficial relationships with colleagues, 
expand their range of strategies for developing 
and using influence, and build and sustain a 
larger and more diverse range of professional 
resources and contacts. 

The mission of the Education Policy Fellowship 
Program (EPFP) is to develop a diverse and 
collaborative community of strategic leaders 
for effective public policy. CEL is currently one 
of 17 host sites nationally and its fellowship 
graduates now serve in senior positions in 
school districts and other nonprofit and 
government organizations across Northeast 
Ohio. 

UPDATE: TIMELINE ADJUSTED 
FOR NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS  
At the October 15 regular Highland Board of 
Education meeting, Hammond Construction, 
the construction management team hired by 
the district for the new building project, made 
the recommendation to the Board that the 
timeline for completing the new elementary 
school buildings be pushed back one year. 

Several factors went into this decision, 
including:    
1. Property/land acquisition for the new 

Sharon Elementary School is still a work in 
progress, despite our best efforts (we are 
on our third attempt to acquire property).  
As discussed previously, building on our 
current site is possible, but not ideal;

2. Important work continues with 
instructional/educational planning and 
design (collaborative space, media centers, 
classroom square footage);

3. Planning continues on how best to 
incorporate important safety and security 
features into the new designs while 
maintaining a warm and inviting child-
centered learning environment; and

4. The goal remains to bid and build the 
entire project concurrently in order to 
leverage our resources and buying power.  
If we bid each school project separately, 
it will ultimately cost more.  In addition, 
current market conditions are not ideal as 
the construction industry is over-saturated 
with work in this region.  Because of 
where we are in the property acquisition 
and design process, it creates a situation 
where we would be going out to bid at 
the worst possible time of the year for 
subcontractors.    

 
The District anticipates that all components of 
the building project will be completed by Fall 
2021.
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5 HHS STUDENTS ARE NATIONAL MERIT SEMI-FINALISTS 
Highland High School is proud to announce that it has 5 National 
Merit Semifinalists for 2018-19 school year. Congratulations to 
Highland seniors Abdullah Ali, son of Dr. Mir and Farzana Ali of Granger 
Township; Margaret Knyszek, daughter of Robert and Teresa Knyszek of 
Hinckley Township; Quade Mainzer, son of Doug and Julie Mainzer of 
Hinckley Township; Lorelyn Nolte, daughter of Dean and Jennifer Nolte 
of Sharon Township; and Christopher Sollenberger, son of Mark and 
Angie Sollenberger of Granger Township.  

These academically talented high school seniors have the opportunity 
to continue in the competition for some 7,500 National Merit 
Scholarships worth more than $32 million. Semifinalists must 
fulfill several requirements to advance to the Finalists level of the 
competition. 

About 16,000 students, or approximately one-third of the 50,000 
high scorers, were notified recently that they have qualified as 
Semifinalists. To ensure that academically talented students from all 
parts of the United States are included in this talent pool, Semifinalists 
are designated on a state-representational basis. They are the highest 
scoring entrants in each state. 

To be considered for a National Merit® Scholarship, Semifinalists 
must advance to Finalist standing in the competition by meeting 
high academic standards and all other requirements explained in the 
information provided to each Semifinalist. Finalists will be named in the 
Spring of 2019. 

Pictured from left are Lorelyn Nolte, Quade Mainzer, Margaret 
Knyszek, Abdullah Ali and Christopher Sollenberger. 

HHS THEATER PROGRAM PARTICIPATING 
IN PRESTIGIOUS ‘DAZZLE AWARDS’

Highland High School is one of only 30 area high schools 
to be chosen to participate in the Dazzle Awards through 
Cleveland’s Playhouse Square. The Dazzle Awards inspire 
and honor excellence in high school musical theater and 
recognize the importance of musical theater and arts 
education within the Northeast Ohio community. 

In order to be chosen to participate, a panel of adjudicators 
attend one production at each participating school, provide 
feedback on the official evaluation form and determine 
nominees and awards for participating schools. This regional 
program culminates at the Connor Palace on May 19, 2019, 
with the Dazzle Awards, modeled after the Tony Awards®, 
to recognize outstanding musical theater productions and 
students. Dazzle Awards will be awarded in 13 categories 
including The John & Patricia Chapman Best Actor and Best 
Actress, The Connor Family Best Musical, The Nancy and A.J. 
Stokes Best Student Orchestra, Best Technical Execution and 
Best Ensemble.

The grand prize winners in The John & Patricia Chapman 
Best Actor and Best Actress categories will go on to 
represent Ohio at the National High School Musical Theatre 
Awards, also known as The Jimmy™ Awards in New York 
City, presented by The Broadway League.

HHS musical production director Emily Miller could not 
be more thrilled for her students! According to Miller, 
HHS junior JULIA CADNUM and sophomore DELANEY 
HILL are currently participating in a dance masterclass 
with a member of the Broadway cast of Hello Dolly, and in 
November, students will attend a vocal workshop with cast 
members of Les Miserables. 

“Judges attend the HHS production of The Addams Family 
in November and adjudicate students, then potentially 
nominate us for awards such as best actor/actress, 
best musical, pit orchestra, technical execution, etc.,” 
explained Miller. “This program is a great way to showcase 
our talented students on a regional level, as well as an 
opportunity to highlight the outstanding arts education 
program that we have within the Highland Schools.”

DATE CHANGE TO HHS 2019 PROM
Due to a scheduling conflict, Highland High School has 
rescheduled the 2019 Prom to Friday, April 26. The event 
will be held at Weymouth Country Club from 6:30-10:30 
p.m. After-prom will be held at the Medina Recreation 
Center (855 Weymouth Rd., Medina) from 10:30 p.m. to 
1:30 a.m. Seniors will attend school from 7:30-11 a.m. on 
this day. Questions? Please contact the HHS office.
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HMS MAKERSPACE ALLOWS FOR EXPLORATION, CREATION
Thanks to a teacher grant offered through The Highland Foundation for Educational Excellence this year, Highland Middle School 
students now have a dedicated space to explore STEM-related interests beyond their daily math and science classes. This grant allows 
for the creation of a technology-focused Hornet Makerspace in the HMS media center, transitioning the quiet space to a hub of different 
activities where students can explore, create, converse, experiment and get inspired. The makerspace accommodates up to 48 students 
at one time. Together, with the introduction of a technology class at each grade, it provides students the opportunity to learn, explore 
and grow their interests in STEM-related fields. So far, students are loving it! 

Nathan Roasa, 6 grade: “Kanos have plenty of creative things to do. If you’re a technology person like me, it’s fun to look at all 
the chips and motherboard and be able to rebuild the system.”

John Farrell, 7 grade: “My favorite thing about the Makerspace is the green screen because it’s fun to be able to record with 
friends, then edit the video when we’re done recording.”

OLYMPIC GYMNAST SHARES STORY OF SUCCESS
Dominique Moceanu, New York Times 
Best Selling American author and retired 
American gymnast, was the guest 
speaker at Granger Elementary School on 
September 12. Moceanu, a member of the 
gold-medal-winning United States women’s 
gymnastics team at the 1996 Summer 
Olympics in Atlanta, was the first of three 
keynote speakers scheduled this school year 
as part of the “Keys for Success” initiative 
at Granger Elementary. The initiative, 
sponsored by The Highland Foundation for 
Educational Excellence, will help students 
build upon “Granger’s 3 R’s” (Respectful, 
Responsible and Ready to Lead) and help 
them strive for success and focus on the 
future. Mrs. Moceanu, a Hinckley resident 
and owner of a local gymnastics center, 
spoke to students about her life leading up 
to the Olympics, striving for success and 
what it takes to be a leader. 

Pictured from left with Dominique Moceanu are Maxwell Watts, Cooper 
Richnafsky, Alyssa Meola, Madison Forshey, Adley Heisler and Josh DeSimone. 

Pictured from left are HMS 6th graders Josh Gaydos, Jeffery Kowza, Joey LeBlanc
and Alex Schidowka. 

Above are 7th graders Evan Grant and 
John Toth.
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The Highland Foundation for Educational Excellence, in conjunction with the Medina County Sheriff’s Office DARE Program, welcomed 
Retro Bill on September 13-14 to the Highland Schools. Retro Bill is a nationally known entertainer and motivational speaker who teaches 
children (K-12) the “Six Pillars of Character.” These include Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship. He 
boosts students’ self-esteem while celebrating diversity and encouraging goal-setting, good grades and making safe choices at school, home 
and on the internet. Retro Bill is also highly regarded for his anti-bullying/conflict-resolution and his anti-drug, alcohol and tobacco abuse 
presentations. Through his high-energy performance and humor, Retro Bill connected with and motivated students in grades K-5 at Granger, 
Hinckley and Sharon Elementary schools, as well as 6th graders at Highland Middle School, to be the best they can be. Above all, he inspired 
students to be kind to one another, accept each other’s differences and be quick to offer forgiveness.

Highland Middle School 6th grader Sam 
Schmalz was praised by Retro Bill during 
the assembly for coming to school each 

day with a positive attitude and smile on 
his face. Retro Bill said Sam serves as an 

inspiration and role model to others. 

Retro Bill took time to talk with and sign 
autographs following the assemblies at 
each school. Here, he is pictured with 

Sharon 5th grader Austin Stanec. 

Retro Bill introduced Medina County 
Sheriff Deputy and Highland DARE 
Officer Sharon Centner during the 

assembly held at Hinckley Elementary 
School.

RETRO BILL INSPIRES STUDENTS TO BE KIND



HORNETS CROWNED SUBURBAN  LEAGUE CHAMPIONS THIS FALL

HMS 8TH GRADE FOOTBALL TEAM
The Highland Middle School 8th Grade Football 
Team defeated Wadsworth 20-0 to capture the 
Suburban League title! What an amazing season 
for this gridiron team with an overall record 
of 8-0 and 8 straight shut-outs! Row 1: Sarah 
Johnson, Leo Simpson, Creed Hill, Joey Vazsonyi, 
Andrew Lurtz, Logan Acres. Row 2: Lukas Stiles, 
Dan Giannini, Colin Angus, Charlie Reinecke, 
Sahvon Hollis, Sam Napier, Nathan Ross. Row 3: 
Joey Kohman, Collin Hemming, Gavin Mullen, 
Ty Ritchie, Mitchell Good, Carter Oviatt, Zach 
Waibel, Madden Houska. Row 4: Kyle Hayes, 
Andrew Tatulinski, Dale Biser, Logan Marquis, 
Noah Robinson, Matt Haney, Mitch Zielinski.
Row 5: Coaches Keith Heichel, Tim Snook, Bill 
Brooker. Missing is Coach John Dunning.

HHS CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS  
The Highland Girls and Boys Cross Country Teams 
captured Suburban League American Conference 
titles this season for the second straight year, 
and both placed 3rd at Districts. Kudos to Vince 
Manning, Avery Finding, Max McAdams, Teddy 
VanFossen, Joe Sewell, Dylan Liggett and Jon Naizer 
who qualified to compete at Regionals on October 
27 for the Boys Team, while Kaylie Kenne (Medina 
District Champion), Elissa Scheel, Maddie Madison, 
Melissa Bearer, Amanda Orban, Elizabeth Oberhaus 
and Emma Cox will represent the Girls Team.

Girls Team:  Pictured in Row 1: Marisa Evans, 
Grace Bazan, Emma Cox, Catherine Chermak, 
Hanna Kunzler, Lauren Paulus, Kaylie Kenne. Row 
2: Kailey Mullen, Caitlin Sheridan, Madeline Lutzko, 
Emily Beal, Elissa Scheel, Alyssa Sheridan. Row 3: 
Gaby Miller, Emily Scheel, Elizabeth Oberhaus, 
Madelynn Madison, Olivia Maschke, Lydia Welton. 
Row 4: Coach Devan Lippincott, Amanda Orban, 
Melissa Beaver, Katelin Vallay, Kassidy Warner, Ava 
Mastrianni.

Boys Team:  Pictured in Row 1: Joe Sewell, 
Will Weyls, Avery Finding, Warren Wright, Max 
McAdams, Dylan Liggett, Evan Finding. Row 2: 
Nathan DiMalanta, Caden Klein, Gabe Collins, Brody 
Blueter, Gavin Jeske, Andrew Pembridge, Dominic 
Morinello. Row 3: Cole Koester, Aidan Eliason, 
Brandon Yu, Ryan Kirven, Garrett Nolte, Collin 
Spittle, Daylen Madison, Coach Andrew Lynden. 
Row 4: Garrett Wright, Isaac McPherson, William 
VanFossen, John Naizer, Peter Bryan, Adam Fischer, 
Luke Nickel. Missing is Vince Manning.
 
 



HORNETS CROWNED SUBURBAN  LEAGUE CHAMPIONS THIS FALL

HMS 8TH GRADE VOLLEYBALL TEAM  
Highland Middle School’s 8th Grade Volleyball Team defeated 
Hudson, North Royalton and Kent in the finals to capture the 
Suburban League title and boast an overall season record of 
13-1. Pictured in Row 1: Sarah Lekan, Abby Fourmann, Hannah 
Tramonte, Corrine Mutch. Row 2: Emily Kerr, Addyson Johnson, 
Riley Guba, Grace Watterson, Megan Scavuzzo. Row 3: Kate 
Weber, Kallan Hrics, Alayna Tessena, Calee Angus, Ellie Zuro, 
Coach Colleen Scavuzzo. 

HHS BOYS VARSITY GOLF TEAM  
The Highland Boys Golf Team continued its reign over the Suburban 
League American Conference this year as they captured their 4th 
straight championship on September 27. No other team has won the 
American Conference, and Highland also won the SL in 2014 — the last 
year before expansion — making for five straight titles. Pictured in Row 
1: Evan Medwid, Joe Alcini, Cooper Hrabak, Nathan Fousek. Row 2: AJ 
Cooper, Blake Zuro, James Groh, Grant Coyner, Jack Hoynes. The team 
is coached by Andrew Dutt.

HHS GIRLS VARSITY TENNIS TEAM  
The Highland Girls Varsity Tennis Team captured their third straight American Conference Suburban League title in September. Joelle Petek 
advanced in sectional play to the district qualifying match; while the doubles team of Emily Hadler and Rachel Fannin qualified for the State 
tournament in Cincinnati on October 18-19. Unfortunately, the girls lost in the opening round, but what a tremendous season! 
Varsity Team A: Pictured in Row 1 are Emily Hadler, Sammy Kuczynski, Joelle Petek, Julia Clapper, Raquel Nguyen. Row 2: Coach Elizabeth  
Hadler, Julia Gillin, Maddie Arbuckle, Rachel  Fannin, Coach Lisa Reynolds. 
Varsity Team B: Pictured in Row 1 are Desiree Cottrell, Grace Braver, Alaina Pedersen, Raquel Nguyen. Row 2: Coach Lisa Reynolds, Ali Arline, 
Lilly Kerr, Olivia Arline, Julia Clapper, Coach Andrew Wuellner.

TEAM A TEAM B
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ANNUAL DINNER AUCTION IS NOVEMBER 10
The Highland Foundation cordially invites you to attend its 14th Annual Great Gifts 
Dinner from 6-11 p.m. on Saturday, November 10, 2018, at Weymouth Country Club. 
This year’s theme is “An Evening of Fire & Ice…Igniting Educational Excellence.”

Online ticket registration is now open at www.highlandfoundation.org. Cost is $100 
per person ($75 for Highland staff members). Guests will also enjoy dinner, dancing, 
live and silent auctions with spectacular gifts, as well as a dessert auction featuring 
many talented local bakers and pastry chefs. All proceeds benefit The Foundation and 
its mission to enhance, enrich and supplement learning opportunities for Highland 
students, staff and community.

The Highland Foundation for Educational Excellence is pleased to 
announce the appointment of five new Trustees to its Board. 

“After several years of growth, we’re excited to bring new 
leadership perspectives to our team,” stated Foundation Executive 
Director Theresa Wright. “Each of these individuals brings a 
unique set of experiences and ideas. Collectively, they will help us 
to broaden our skills, strengthen our offerings and energize our 
efforts.” 

KIMBERLY BRAVER has lived on her hobby farm in 
Sharon Township since 1994. Both of her daughters 
attended the Highland Schools, with the youngest 
set to graduate in 2019. She has been employed by 
Westfield Insurance for nearly 25 years. Kimberly 

serves on the Projects committee for the Foundation. 

MAILE CHAPMAN has lived in Hinckley for 12 years. 
Her two younger children attend Highland Middle 
and Highland High School. She has spent the majority 
of her career in website development and works as 
an Experience Leader for Westfield Insurance. Maile 

serves on the Public Relations committee.

FRITZ KOHMANN is a lifelong resident of Northeast 
Ohio and a Sharon Township resident since 2013. 
His two sons both attend the Highland Schools. Fritz 
currently serves as the Chief Financial Officer of 

Shearer’s Foods where he has been since 2002. In his role as CFO, 
he is responsible for managing a wide range of functions including 
financial reporting, treasury and banking, financial and strategic 
planning, tax functions and legal. Fritz serves on the Finance 
committee. 
 

KIM WILSON has been a business owner in Medina 
County for more than 15 years. She is the former 
owner and CEO of Slate Rock Safety and her current 
focus is with commercial investment properties. 
She lives in Sharon Township and her oldest son is a 

sophomore at Highland High School. Kim serves on the Great Gifts 
Dinner and Public Relations committees. 

TONY YU knows the Highland District well. He has 
five children attending the elementary, middle and 
high school level, as well as a spouse who has been 
a teacher at Sharon Elementary for over 10 years. 
He works as a Strategic Accounts Manager for 

Bostik, Inc., a manufacturer of adhesives. Tony serves on the Public 
Relations and Projects committees. 

These appointments replace board members who recently retired 
or exited their roles. Trustees serve up to three renewable and 
consecutive three-year terms. 

FIVE NEW TRUSTEES APPOINTED TO FOUNDATION BOARD
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