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In recognition of a commitment to quality and an ongoing 
dedication to the learning and development of children, the 
Highland Local School District’s “Little Hornets” Preschool Program, 
located at Granger Elementary School, has received a 5-Star Step 
Up to Quality Award from the State of Ohio – the highest rating 
attainable. 

Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) is a 5-star quality rating and 
improvement system administered by the Ohio Department of 
Education and the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services. 

This is the second time the Highland preschool program has been 
awarded the 5-star rating. Each year, the program must submit 
proof that it continues to operate at the same high standards, 
and, every three years, the state conducts an on site review to 
determine the final rating.

SUTQ recognizes and promotes learning and development 
programs that meet quality program standards that exceed 
licensing health and safety regulations. The program standards 
are based on national research identifying standards which lead 
to improved outcomes for children. Star ratings are awarded only 
to learning and development programs that exceed licensing 
standards and are committed to continuous improvement, 
the continuing education of teachers, the use of learning and 
development standards to support children’s learning, as well as 
relationship-building with families and communities.

Programs with five-star ratings:
• Exceed learning standards;
• Have low staff/child ratios;
• Use child assessment results to plan activities that best 

support learning and development goals for each child;
• Share assessment results and create goals for children;
• Develop plans to support children as they transition to a  

new classroom or educational setting;
• Partner with other organizations or businesses within the 

community to support children and their families;
• Have an active and organized parent volunteer group; 
• Use input from families and community partners to assist in 

the program’s continuous improvement process. 

Preschool Program Receives 
Prestigious 5-Star Rating

“Highland’s Preschool Program is proud to be a 5-star program,” 
said Mrs. Deborah Yorko, Director of Special Education. “We know 
that every day of learning matters and has a direct impact on young 
students. It is important that children develop their self-confidence, 
social and emotional skills and a love of learning at an early age. 
Our program lays the foundation for learning and development and 
builds skills that are vital for success in school and in life.”

“Our staff has worked tirelessly to develop our program into the 
best it can be for students and their families. We have a tradition 
of educational excellence in the Highland School District, and we 
understand that setting our students on the right path at an early 
age is key to maintaining that excellence,” Yorko stated. “We invite 
the community to visit our program and to see firsthand the impact 
that a high-quality learning experience has on the children we 
serve.”

To learn more, visit www.earlychildhoodohio.org.

Granger Elementary teacher Dana Kenneley works with students 
in the “Little Hornets” Preschool Program. 
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JACOB ARVANETES PLACES 3RD IN
‘TOP DOG’ ESSAY CONTEST 
Congratulations to Sharon Elementary 4th grader 
Jacob Arvanetes who won 3rd place in the 2019 Top 
Dog Essay Contest sponsored by Medina County 
Auditor Mike Kovack. Jacob was one of the top 5 
winners in this year’s contest and was recognized 
during an awards ceremony on November 20 at the 
Medina County Administration Building where he 
had the opportunity to read his winning essay about 
his dog, Finley. Jacob is the son of Lauren and Jason 
Abbott of Sharon Township and Tim and Amanda 
Arvanetes of Winter Garden, Florida

3 STUDENT-ATHLETES SIGN LETTERS OF COMMITMENT  
In a recognition ceremony held on November 15, three Highland High School 
student-athletes signed their commitment letters to compete in collegiate 
athletics upon their graduation from Highland. Congratulations to the following:

• Amanda Orban, Cross Country / Track & Field at North Carolina at Asheville. 
She is the daughter of Michael and Terri Orban of Hinckley Township.

• Brock Belsole, Baseball at Glenville State College. He is the son of Brent and 
Charlene Belsole of Montville Township.

• Zane Barnhart, Baseball at Hillsdale College. He is the son of Ron and 
Deanna Barnhart of Granger Township. 
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From left are Zane, Brock and Amanda

Pictured with Jacob (and a photo of his dog, 
Finley) is Medina County Auditor Mike Kovack

HUGE ACCOLADES FOR FALL ATHLETIC PROGRAMS 
The Fall athletic season proved highly successful not only for several Highland  
teams, but also for individual coaches and players. Capturing the Suburban 
League Championship Title this year were Boys Varsity Golf, Girls Varsity Tennis, 
Boys Cross Country and Girls Volleyball.  In addition, each coach from those SL 
championship teams were named “Coach of the Year,” and included Andrew 
Dutt, Boys Golf; Lisa Reynolds, Girls Tennis; Andrew Lynden, Boys Cross Country; 
and Tarynn Minegar, Volleyball.

Congratulations is also extended to Suburban League Players of the Year: Cooper 
Hrabak (senior), Golf; Alessandra Goyette (sophomore), Golf; and Emily Hadler 
(senior), Tennis. Hadler, along with Rachel Fannin (senior), both qualified for the 
State Tournament. Goyette also qualified for the State Tournament where she 

placed 25th.

AlessandraCooper Emily Rachel
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HHS STUDENT COUNCIL ‘SHOEBOX PROJECT’ 
Members of Highland High School Student Council were busy packing 
and organizing 87 shoeboxes for the “Shoebox Project” on the morning of 
November 20 to benefit the children of Medina and Wayne County Head 
Start programs. Each child will receive two books, three pairs of socks, a 
coloring book, crayons, toys, toothbrush and toothpaste, candy, a large 
stuffed animal and other assorted items -- just in time for the holidays! The 
HHS Student Council worked in conjunction with Medina Presbyterian Church 
and First Presbyterian Church of Wooster to make this project possible.

ANNUAL ‘CAREER DAY’ AT HHS 
Highland High School hosted its annual 
Alumni Career Day on October 16. Twenty-
two alumni from various career fields 
were welcomed back to HHS and had the 
opportunity to talk with students and staff 
about their career paths and their 
experiences in their specific field. 
Participating alumni included Kelly Thewlis, 
Filmmaker and Comedian; Mike Stanec, 
Firefighter; Becky Lutzko, Lawyer; Scott 
Anderson, Addiction Counselor; Dr. Jennifer Valentic, Pediatrician; Jessy 
Hulme Archer, High School Associate Principal; Lisa Maatz, DC Politician, 
Lobbyist and Author; Heidi Velayedam, Software Developer; Audra Beers, 
Microsoft Consultant; Kelly Lane, High School Teacher; Tom Willeford, 
Environmental Engineer; Travis Bonfiglio, IT Consultant; Heather Popio, Pilot; 
John Koch, Department of Defense Contractor; Christopher Headrick, Physical 
Therapist; Crystal Smith, Nurse; Mell Csicsila, Professional Percussionist; 
Jeremiah Landi, Owner of an Engineering Company; Mark Kuhar, Magazine 
Editor; Adriane Wemmer, Ultrasound Technician; and John Feagan, Owner of 
M&T Auto Body.

RAH BASEBALL, SOFTBALL REGISTRATION OPENS JAN. 1
Highland Recreation Baseball and Softball registration opens January 1 
through February 15, 2020. Register your child at www.highlandyouthsports.
com.

Heather Popio, Pilot

EDUCATORS IMPACTED THROUGH 
PROFESSIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES  
Research shows that creating a system of effective 
professional learning impacts teacher performance 
as well as student achievement. This Fall, several 
Highland educators participated in professional learning 
workshops at the ESC of Cuyahoga County and ESC of 
Summit County. Topics included “Creating a Responsive 
Learning Environment & Setting the Stage for Creative 
Thinking,” and “Strategies for Teaching Gifted in the 
Regular Classrooms.”

In addition to these workshops, staff took part in book 
studies to learn about specific strategies that allow for 
the differentiation of instructional materials and content, 
as well as to examine practices that promote student 
engagement and critical thinking.

Amy Cruse, Highland’s Gifted Coordinator, will facilitate 
additional professional learning opportunities for staff 
in 2020. These include “Critical Thinking and Creative 
Problem Solving Process & Developing Problem Based 
Learning,” and “Differentiation Through Art Integration 
(Music, Visual Arts, Movement and Dance, Literacy, 
Drama).” The goal of professional learning is to create a 
culture of inquiry, collaboration and shared leadership, 
in an effort to positively impact teacher practice and 
student achievement.

Student Council members from left: Sarah Gatsios, Lilly Keen, Ananya 
Ramasamy, Nathan Webb, Garrett Wright, Emily Dunn.

STUDENTS WIN VFW ESSAY CONTEST
Congratulations to Highland Middle School 8th graders 
Ava Simpson and Kaitlyn Troyer who placed in the annual 
“Patriot’s Pen” essay contest, sponsored by the Medina 
VFW Post. An awards ceremony was held December 7. 
This year’s theme was “What Makes America Great?” 
The contest is open to students in grades 6-8. Ava, 
daughter of Nick and Amanda Simpson of Hinckley 
Township, won 1st place and received $750. Kaitlyn, 
daughter of Kevin and Karen Troyer of Sharon Township, 
won 3rd place and received $150. The girls read their 
essay at the awards ceremony. 

Pictured from left: Post Commander Ron Kesek, Ava 
Simpson, Kaitlyn Troyer, Jr. Vice Post Commander 
Nicole Mollohan.
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FOOD DRIVE HONORS MEMORY OF FORMER TEACHER

Pictured from left are Sharon 2nd graders Jordan Garcia, 
Paige Miller, Benjamin Fowler and Jack Ehrlich.

‘JOY PROJECT’ INITIATIVE  
AT GRANGER ELEMENTARY
Granger Elementary School welcomed accomplished artist and 
teacher Mrs. Sarah Costic on October 15 as part of the “Joy Project” 
initiative. This two-week artist-in-residence program allowed 4th 
grade students to work in tandem with Mrs. Costic to create large 
fabric banners using the batik technique, which dates back 2,000 
years. The focused artist for this project was Georgia O’Keeffe. 
Completed banners focused on O’Keeffe’s giant flowers -- always 
a source of joy and happiness! Not only did 4th graders create a 
memorable piece of artwork, but all students had the opportunity to 
create their own banner as well. These floral banners will ultimately 
be transferred to the new Granger Elementary School upon its 
completion, but in the meantime, they will be displayed throughout 
the current school building for students, staff and visitors to enjoy. 
This program was made possible through an “Access the Arts” grant. 
Access The Arts was established in 2018 and organized exclusively for 
charitable and educational purposes. It promotes an appreciation for 
and education in the fine and performing arts for people of all ages.  
Learn more at www.AccessTheArts.net.

Sharon Elementary School has renamed its annual food drive 
in memory of Mrs. Jan Duncan. The “Jan Duncan Memorial 
Food Drive” was held December 2-13, with all items donated to 
the Sharing Center at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Mrs. Duncan, 
a former teacher at Sharon Elementary, proud supporter of 
the Highland District and long-time resident of Sharon Center, 
passed away on July 28, 2019. Jan knew from an early age 
that she wanted to dedicate her life to educating, influencing 
and nurturing school-aged children. For 24 loving years, she 
touched the lives of students in the Highland and Copley school 
districts as a kindergarten, 3rd, 4th and 5th grade teacher. In 
addition, Jan was a lifelong servant at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Sharon Center, where her commitment to caring for others 
was exemplified by leading St. Paul Sharing Center food drives 
over the most recent 20 years. Those drives served 200 Medina 
County families annually. Many of the traditions of “giving” at 
Sharon Elementary were started by Jan. That is why the staff and 
students thought it appropriate to rename the food drive in her 
honor and carry on her legacy of giving to others.

With Mrs. Costic are Granger 4th graders from left Noah 
Jarjabka, Adriana Fazio and Emily Gombeda.
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STUDENTS OFFERED GLIMPSE INTO COMIC BOOK ARTISTRY

HINCKLEY SETS NEW READ-A-THON RECORD!
Congratulations to the Hinckley Elementary School students who recently participated in the 5th Annual PTO Read-A-Thon! This year’s event
was one for the records as the students, staff and parents collectively raised a total of $17,226 -- surpassing both reading minutes and 
donation goals. Top student earners received a ride to school aboard a fire truck on October 18 courtesy of the Hinckley Fire Department. 
Congratulations to Dominik Jablonowski, Anthony Makris and Shelby Austin. Also, as a reward for reaching and exceeding their read-a-thon 
goal, students had the opportunity to “dunk” Principal Jim Carpenter in a dunk tank! Principal Carpenter was a good sport, in spite of the chilly 
temperatures, as several students successfully dunked him! A special thanks is also offered to Clear Choice Custom Lasik Center who donated 
an ice cream truck for each student, teacher and staff member to enjoy.

Pictured with the Hinckley Fire Crew following their 
ride to school for being the top student earners in 
the Read-A-Thon are, from left, Dominik Jablonowski, 

Shelby Austin and Anthony Makris.
Sam Thompson, 2nd grader takes his turn and successfully dunks  

Principal Jim Carpenter!

On November 6-7, comic book artist Mike Gustovich did a 
two-day residency with Highland Middle School 8th grade art 
students. Made possible through a Martha Holden Jennings 
Foundation grant via the Cliffside Artists Collaborative in Hinckley, 
Mr. Gustovich is an Ohio artist known for his comic book art in 
the 1980’s and early 1990’s. He created the superhero team 
“Justice Machine” in 1981, and also inked most of the 1990’s 
Milestone Media series “Icon.” Specializing primarily in inking, 
he produced art for dozens of series from various publishers 
including Marvell Comics, DC Comics, First Comics, Comico and 
Eclipse Comics. During his residency, he demonstrated how pages 
are designed with quick gestures and taught students basic visual 
storytelling and a formula on how to draw the superhero form. 
Students were enthusiastic as they had the opportunity to try 
some of the new techniques during class time. Mr. Gustovich will 
return to HMS for a second residency in February.

Mr. Gustovich with 8th grader 
Kaitlyn Troyer.

8th grader Miles Moates tries out 
some of the new art techniques. 



Highland students & staff honored our Veterans with special programs on November 11. Programs 
included patriotic songs, words of gratitude, art work and thank you cards to celebrate their service, sacrifice, 
courage and commitment to our nation.  THANK YOU!

G R A N G E R   E L E M E N TA R Y   S C H O O L

H I N C K L E Y   E L E M E N TA R Y   S C H O O L

S H A R O N   E L E M E N TA R Y   S C H O O L

H I G H L A N D   H I G H   S C H O O L
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At the November 19 Board of Education meeting, Rodwell 
King of GPD Group, offered a presentation outlining the 
sustainable building practices that will be used in the 
construction of the three new elementary schools.

GPD’s planning vision promotes sustainable solutions, 
interconnecting green spaces, incorporating stormwater 
management, utilizing native plantings, and connecting to 
the existing community network.

One example, Mr. King offered, was addressing storm 
water runoff. “We use plantings as much as possible since 
they actually help to clean excess water runoff before it 
reaches the parking lot areas,” he explained. 

He also noted that parking lots will offer preferred spaces 
for electric cars in an effort to encourage that practice. 
Additionally, the architects have planned lighting so that 
it does not go beyond the school property lines and 
the carpeting and ceiling tiles that will be used in the 
construction of the buildings are made of high content 
recycled material.

SUSTAINABLE FEATURES WILL BE USED IN 
DESIGN OF NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

MAJOR FEATURES OF SUSTAINABLE 
SCHOOL BUILDING DESIGN:
•  Sustainable site planning & landscape design
•  Brownfield redevelopment
•  Preferred parking spaces
•  Stormwater quality control
•  Light pollution control
•  Community integration with joint use of facilities
•  Water conservation with use reduction & water  
 efficient landscaping
•  Reduction of energy consumption – efficient building  
 shell & systems
•  Refrigerant management
•  Recycled content of materials
•  Regional materials
•  Indoor air quality performance

(As presented at 11/19/19 meeting)

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Work continues at the new Granger Elementary site to establish the 
building pad and retention pond. It’s exciting to see the land area taking 
shape and the open space where the building will be constructed 
(see photos below). The Army Corps of Engineers has just recently 
granted approval so that earthwork can now begin on the Hinckley site, 
but we are still waiting for approval on the Sharon site. As stated in 
previous communication, this is part of an early site package focused 
on preparing the land for construction in 2020. Contractors will address 
major earthwork, grading and establishing the building pad. When 
earthwork is complete, the sites will go dormant through the winter 
months, and will then resume activity in early Spring of 2020.

HIGHLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATE: Roof repairs are now complete 
and work is progressing on the building’s HVAC system.

If you have any questions or concerns about activity occurring on the 
building sites, please feel free to contact Joe Swantek, Construction 
Manager, at 330-495-5225.
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The 15th Annual Great Gifts Dinner Auction, A Night 
at the Gallery: Education on Exhibit, was an amazing 
success!  This year’s event, held on November 2 at 
Weymouth County Club, not only marked a new high 
in attendance (386), but also raised record-setting 
funds ($147,000+) that will continue to provide 
grants, projects and scholarships, as well as grow the 
endowment of The Foundation.

On behalf of The Foundation’s Board of Trustees and 
the 2019 Great Gifts Dinner Committee, we would 
like to thank our sponsors, donors, attendees and our 
volunteers. Only through your support is it possible 
for us to continue the mission of The Foundation — to 
enhance, enrich and supplement learning opportunities 
for Highland students, staff and community. 

ANNUAL DINNER EVENT
SETS NEW RECORDS!

GREAT LAKES THEATRE RESIDENCY RETURNS!
Professionally trained Shakespearean artists from the Great Lakes Theater 
returned to Highland High School the week of November 18-22 to work 
with 10th grade students. Throughout the week, workshops focused on 
Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar,” his death, funeral speech, as well as improv 
as it related to Act 4. Students transformed into their own acting troupe 
and explored “Julius Caesar” from an actor’s point of view by using scripts, 
props and costumes. This residency was made possible through the 
generous support of The Highland Foundation.

SANYUKA CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
BRINGS MUSIC, JOY TO HIGHLAND
The Sanyuka Children’s Choir visited and performed with choir students 
at Highland Middle School during a three-day intensive workshop 
October 14-16. The Sanyuka Children’s Choir is comprised of orphaned 
and vulnerable children of Uganda, Africa, who are under the care of 
Sanyuka Children Ministries. Made possible through a grant written by 
music teacher Emily Miller and funded by The Highland Foundation, 
their visit allowed our students the opportunity to increase their cultural 
awareness and to discover first-hand the diversity of world music through 
the eyes of peer performers. 

Through the joy and smiles of the Ugandan children, Highland 
students deepened their understanding of culture, poverty, need 
and perseverance. The choir then performed a public concert for the 
community on October 16.

Emily Miller with Sanyuka Children’s Choir


