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The Consortium for School Networking 
(CoSN) – the premier national association 
for school system technology leaders – 
recently announced that the Highland Local 
Schools is among 17 districts nationwide 
to earn the Trusted Learning Environment 
(TLE) Seal. 

The Seal is a mark of distinction for school 
systems that have demonstrated an 
exceptional commitment to protecting student data privacy. This 
is the second time that Highland has earned the  Seal for effective 
practices in each of the following areas:

• Leadership, including managing and collaborating with 
stakeholders regarding the use and governance of student data 
to inform instruction.

• Business, including establishing acquisition vetting processes 
and contracts that, at minimum, address applicable 
compliance with laws while supporting innovation.

• Data Security, including performing regular audits of data 
privacy and security practices and publicly detailing these 
measures.

• Professional Development, including requiring school staff 
to conduct privacy and security training and offering related 
resources to all stakeholders in the community.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

‘FAMILY FIRST’ NIGHT  
SET FOR MARCH 16 
The Highland Schools is pleased to offer the 3rd Annual “Family 
First” Night on Monday, March 16. This district-wide initiative is an 
opportunity for our Highland families to spend an uninterrupted 
evening together! With the multitude of school events and activities 
scheduled on any given night, the Highland Administration understands 
that it can be difficult to enjoy an evening as a family unit. In an effort 
to encourage a dedicated “family night,” the school district is offering 
one night free from homework (with no tests on March 17) athletic 
events or other extra-curricular activities so that families can connect 
and spend quality time together.  
We hope you enjoy your night together as a family!

• Classroom, including implementing 
educational procedures and processes 
to ensure transparency while 
advancing curricular goals.

“We are proud of the continued work of 
our staff to meet the rigorous criteria for 
the TLE Seal. As in the past, we will use 
any feedback received to improve upon 
our policies and processes that protect 

student data. This will remain a priority for our district,” stated 
Laurie Boedicker, Director of Curriculum and Instruction. 

The TLE Seal is the nation’s only data privacy seal for school 
systems, focused on building a culture of trust and transparency. 
The TLE Seal Program was developed by CoSN (the Consortium for 
School Networking), in collaboration with a diverse group of 28 
school system leaders nationwide and with support from AASA, 
The School Superintendents Association, the Association of School 
Business Officials International (ASBO) and ASCD.  
 
To learn more about the TLE Seal, please visit trustedlearning.org.
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17 DISTRICTS 
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DON’T MISS THESE FUN EDUCATIONAL 
CLASSES OFFERED THROUGH HCE! 

It may be cold outside, 

but Highland Community 
Education has you covered 
with a variety of fun, 
educational classes that will 
help keep your mind sharp 
and your attitude positive 
this winter season! Check out the following line-up 
of Saturday enrichment and adult evening classes 
held at Highland High School. There is something for 
everyone! Register quickly as classes fill up fast! See 
the full brochure for class dates and times, as well as 
registration form at www.highlandschools.org.

• MMA FITNESS BOOT CAMP (GRADES K-5)
• LITTLE HOOPS STARS (AGES 4 TO K)
• HOOPS STARS (GRADES 1-2)
• FUN-DAMENTALS OF COOKING (GRADES 3-8)
• THE MONEY GAME (AGES 10+)
• DINING ETIQUETTE & MANNERS (AGES 8-15)
• FAIRY, DINOSAUR OR MERMAID GARDEN WORKSHOP
• BEGINNING GUITAR
• ADULT INTERMEDIATE GUITAR
• BEEKEEPING 101
• CYBER SECURITY SEMINAR
• BASIC THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
• ADULT/PEDIATRIC CPR TRAINING WITH AED
• HYPNOSIS SMOKING CESSATION SEMINAR
• ONLINE VIDEO CHAT CLASS: INTRO TO VOICEOVERS
• SPECIAL NEEDS RESOURCE NETWORK
• ACT/SAT TEST PREP

SPEECH & DEBATE TEAM MEMBERS QUALIFY FOR STATE! 
Congratulations to the Highland High School Speech and Debate Team on their 
highly successful 2019-20 regular season, winning several top five finishes, 
along with numerous individual tournament champion awards. Five team 
members pre-qualified early on for the State Tournament this year to be 
held on March 6-7 in Wooster. They include Evan Buck, U.S. Extemporaneous 
Speaking; Jacob McPherson, U.S. Extemporaneous Speaking; Madelyn 
MacMurray and Olivia Russo, Public Forum Debate; and Kennedy Shelton, 
Program of Oral Interpretation. 

An additional 28 qualified during the District Tournament held February 1. 
They include Ava Shaffer and Mia Shaffer, Policy Debate; Gracelin Gorman 
and Emma Vomero, Policy Debate; Rachel Burns, Declamation; Morraeah 
Beranek, Dramatic Interpretation; Victoria Farrell, Dramatic Interpretation; 
Maggie Price and Jordanne Oberhaus, Duo Interpretation; Eris Foutz, 
Humorous Interpretation; Bryce Shepard, 1st Alternate in Humorous 
Interpretation; Elizabeth Oberhaus, Informative Speaking; Kourtney Carr, 
Informative Speaking; Maxwell Mendel, Informative Speaking; Tess Gallaspie, 
1st Alternate in Informative Speaking; Andersen Mast, 1st Alternate in United 
States Extemporaneous Speaking; Dylan Jones, International Extemporaneous 
Speaking; Sarah Karkoff, Lincoln Douglas Debate; Brian Busch, Lincoln Douglas 
Debate; Grace Stiller,  Original Oratory; Kayla Starcher, Original Oratory; Brooke 
Wightman, Original Oratory; Megan Austin and Garrett Wright, Public Forum 
Debate; as well as Congressional Debaters Emma Pappas, Beau Bilinovich, 
Aaron Neil and Lauren Riley. Best of luck!
 

Pictured from left are Evan Buck, Madelyn MacMurray, Olivia Russo, 
Jacob McPherson and Kennedy Shelton
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Pictured from left are HMS DARE Role Models 
Kamryn Heldreth, Madison Slivka, Madeline 

Monroe, Conor Luipold and Teagan 
Sokolowski.

2020 BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MEETING DATES SET
At the Organizational Meeting of the 
Highland Board of Education held in January, 
the meeting dates for the remainder of 2020 
were approved. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. 
in the Highland High School Media Center. 
 
 March 16
 April 20
 May 18
 June 29
 July 20

AREA SUPERINTENDENTS SUPPORT FEEDING MEDINA COUNTY 
Medina County Superintendents, including Highland Superintendent Catherine 
Aukerman, packed student Weekender Bags on January 9 for Feeding Medina County. 
Last year, 35,762 bags were packed and distributed to students in need across the 
county

August 24
September 21
October 19
November 16
December 14

HIGHLAND GRADUATE TALKS ABOUT 
RECENT TRIP TO RAINFOREST  

Mikey Back, 2017 Highland High School 
graduate, visited Granger Elementary 2nd 
graders on January 24 to talk about his recent 
trip to the rainforest. Mikey, a junior at Kent 
State University who is studying biology/
organismal science, recently spent 3 weeks 
in the rainforest of Costa Rica doing research 
with a group of biology students. He shared 
his experiences and a slide show with the 2nd 
grade classes at Granger, who were learning 
about tropical rainforests.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION IS MARCH 4 
If you have a child who will begin kindergarten this August, parents should mark their 
calendars for Wednesday, March 4, 2020. Registration will be held at each elementary 
school from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m. Highland’s program consists of an all 
day, every day model. In order to register, a child must be 5 years old by September 
30, 2020. The following items are needed at the time of registration: personal 
identification with a picture I.D., proof of residency, the child’s original birth certificate 
or passport, child’s complete immunization records, and certified custody papers (if 
applicable). Please register your child through FINALFORMS on the website at https://
highlandmedina-oh.finalforms.com/. You may bring printed/completed forms to help 
expedite the process at registration.

THANK YOU FOR BEING  
SO GENEROUS!  
A HUGE THANK YOU is extended 
to all the Highland families, 
students, staff and community 
members who donated to 
the district’s annual Coats for 
Kids Campaign. Each year, the 
donation drive is organized by the 
Highland Middle School 8th Grade 
DARE Role Models, Highland High 
School DARE Role Models and 
HHS members of Students Against 
Destructive Decisions (SADD). 
Over 260 new and used coats 
were donated this year! Thank 
you for your generous spirit and 
your efforts in helping to “keep a 
child warm” this winter season.
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HHS STUDENTS WIN SCHOLASTIC ART HONORS

GRAMMY-WINNING GROUP VISITS GRANGER ELEMENTARY
Apollo’s Fire, a Grammy winning Baroque Orchestra, visited Granger Elementary School on January 15. The group held two morning workshops 
on improvisation and stressed the importance of having confidence in stepping forward to create something new with their voices. Their 
presentations also emphasized acceptance and celebrating each other’s diversities. As a culmination, the entire school was treated to an 
afternoon performance with student participation. This program was funded by Access the Arts and was the second part of “The JOY Project,” 
underway at Granger Elementary School.

The official results of the 2020 Scholastic Art and Writing 
competition were announced in early January and Highland High 
School students walked away with 59 awards! A total of 74 pieces 
were displayed, showcasing the creative talent of approximately 
30 HHS students who had their work juried into this prestigious 
competition. 

Congratulations to Megan Austin, Lily Coss and Nicole Salerno, 
who each earned a Gold Key for their eight-piece, senior portfolios. 
There were only 15 chosen in the region. Also awarded Gold Keys 
were Julia Camino, Lily Coss, Ellie Dannery, Margaret Houska, Kailey 
Mullen, Brooke Scranton and Grace Wojtylak. Gold Key winners 
advance to the National level where they have the chance to 
receive a scholarship in the amount of $10,000.
 
Silver Key award winners included Ione Bach, AJ Cooper, Lily Coss (2 
awards), Elena Mohos (2 awards), Kailey Mullen, Alaina Pedersen, 
Nicole Salerno, Brooke Scranton (2 awards) and Lydia Welton.

Those students receiving Honorable Mention awards included 
Megan Austin (2 awards), Ione Bach, Julia Camino (2 awards), Dylan 
Chorba, AJ Cooper (2 awards), Adam Coss, Lily Coss, Emma Cox, Ellie 
Dannery (3 awards), Andrea Filote, Margaret Houska (2 awards), 
Emily Kellog, Zach LaMonica, Lydia Lanier, Kennedy Liggett, Lily Lisco, 
Elena Mohos (2 awards), Alison Pasco, Alaina Pedersen (2 awards), 
Megan Porter, Audrey Prietz, Nicole Salerno, Brooke Scranton, 
Hannah Stasiowski, Kennedy Steinbacher, Ava Vazquez (3 awards) 
and Grace Wotjylak.

Founded in 1923, the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards are the 
nation’s longest-running, most prestigious educational initiative 
supporting student achievement in the visual and literary arts. The 
program has an impressive legacy of being the first to acknowledge 
creative talent and is today’s largest source of scholarships for 
creative teens.
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HINCKLEY  
COLLECTION 
DRIVE FOR HCSN
In December, Hinckley Elementary students 

collected socks, slippers, hats, mittens and 

gloves for the Highland Community Support 

Network. The five-day total was 1,044 items! 

Many children had warm feet, hands and heads 

this holiday season thanks to the generous 

donations of Highland families, community and 

staff members.

Pictured from left are Hinckley 5th graders 
Bridget Cope, Zaid Abuhamdeh, Ellie 
Mead and Doug Shelton.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPELLING BEE FINALISTS ADVANCE  
Congratulations to the five finalists and one alternate of the Highland Middle School Spelling Bee held January 16 who advanced to the 
Medina County Bee on February 5 at Medina High School. Over 20 students participated in the annual HMS Bee. Pictured from left are Luke 
Butcher (7th grade, alternate); Hudson Bazemore (6th grade); Rocco Leichliter (6th grade); Caty Harter (7th grade); Kylee Studd (7th grade) 
and Jordan Bay (7th grade). Special recognition to Caty Harter, as this was her second year representing HMS at the Medina Bee.

Luke, Hudson, Rocco, Caty, Kylee, Jordan.
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2020 ODOB 
ANNOUNCED

Now in its 8th year, The One 
District One Book program, 

sponsored through The Highland 
Foundation, provides one book 

for all students in grades K-5 
(approximately 1,400) and families 

to read together, stressing the 
importance of reading at home. 
ODOB provides excitement for 

students with activities at events 
at school to coincide with the 

common book. This year’s book 
is: Cleo Edison Oliver, Playground 
Millionaire by Sundee T. Frazier. 

The “book reveal” was held at each 
elementary school on January 24 
with students assembling a giant 

puzzle throughout the day to reveal 
the book cover. The month-long 

reading program runs through the 
end of February. 

Sharon 3rd grader Blaise Burns was among 
several students to find a “Golden Ticket” 

in his book to receive a special prize!
Hinckley 3rd graders Samantha Owen, Jack 
Roberts, Michael Caza and Leonidas Giatis 

attend the school assembly.

Hinckley 1st graders Riley Romero and Lexi 
Sherman show off the giant puzzle piece book 

cover on display at the school.

Granger 5th grader Rowan Kildoo and 
kindergartner Avery Strzalka are excited to 

receive their new books!

Sharon 4th graders Abigail Ehrlich, Atticus 
Booth and Logan Mrksich display the new 

copy of their book! 

Granger 5th grader Ben Radigan takes his turn 
placing a puzzle piece on the board to help 

reveal the book title.
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Holland to Lead Girls’  
Varsity Soccer Team 
 

Highland Local School District is pleased to name Rick 
Holland as the new Head Coach of the Girls’ Varsity 
Soccer Team. Holland was officially hired at the Highland 
Board of Education meeting in December.

Holland has over 10 years of coaching experience, 
including his current position as director and owner of 
Dynamic Soccer & Fitness in Copley, as well as head coach 

of team and curriculum development for Heart & Sole Futsal Academy in 
Akron. Previously, he served as the lead coach for the International Boys 
Soccer Team in Medina from 2017-19, lead coach for Force Soccer Academy 
in Rocky River from 2010-17 and also led the Highland JV Boys Soccer Team 
to two undefeated seasons in 2011 and 2012 as their head coach.

A native of Manchester, England, Holland currently teaches computer 
science at Highland Middle School and Highland High School. He holds 
several certifications including English Football Association (Level 1 and 
Level 2), US Level 1-3 Futsal, US “D” Level and the NSCAA.

“We couldn’t be more excited to welcome Coach Holland to the Hornets 
family. When we first began the hiring process, we were looking for energy, 
a program builder, and a positive role-model for our student-athletes,” 
stated Nick Ranallo, Highland Athletic Director. “Coach Holland checked 
every box. He has a passion for inspiring young athletes and motivating 
them to develop their skills through an advanced training structure. I look 
forward to working with him to strengthen and grow the soccer program.”

BOWLING TEAM ON A ROLL

Kneeling from left: Dylan Esterle, Max Mendel, Brian  
Musser, JJ Bazan, Austin Lindsay. In back: JD Tramonte, 

Zach LaMonica, Alex Kasper, Kyle Dunne,  
Coach Bruce Folkerth.

As the inaugural season of the Highland Varsity Bowling Team comes to 
an end, Heach Coach Bruce Folkerth couldn’t be more pleased with the 
group’s performance. “We had a team of nine varsity bowlers this year, 
which is a great start,” Folkerth said, “and currently we are at 3-6 on the 
regular season.” 

Dylan Esterle and Kyle Dunne, both freshmen, regularly bowled 200+ 
games and led the team, along with senior Alex Kasper. Juniors Max 
Mendel and Austin Lindsey also made some strong showings throughout 
the season, while senior JD Tramonte, junior Zach LaMonica, and 
sophomores Brian Musser and JJ Bazan encouraged the team with their 
enthusiasm and continuous drive for improvement.  

“I would really like to see the team develop further next year, and 
possibly even offer a girls team, or at least hope that some girls may take 
an interest in joining the varsity team next season,” Folkerth stated.

Best of luck to the team as they head to the District Tournament  
on February 14 at Stonehedge Lanes in Akron. 

 
The 2020 Spring Session of Highland Flag 
Football will be held from 9-11 a.m. beginning 
April 19 through May 17 (5 consecutive 
Sundays) at the Highland Stadium. Flag 
Football is open to students in grades K-6 who 
are interested in learning the fundamentals of 
football and hosted by Varsity Head Football 
Coach Mike Gibbons. Staff also includes 
varsity assistant coaches, youth football 
coaches and high school football players.
Cost is $60 per player and includes a t-shirt. 
Registration deadline is April 5. 

Please visit the following link for 
more information and to register 
your child. https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/15j17sWS3MkNAZrO9Pqu_
hbHvNBu22KdZt8kc9dK3FLM/viewform?edit_
requested=true



Thank You Donors! 

YOU
make dreams 

    POSSIBLE. HF

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
CONTINUE TO GROW! 
This school year, The Highland Foundation is offering 24 scholarship awards 
in the amount of $39,500. In addition to the scholarships offered each year, 
such as the William O. Wagar Memorial Math & Science Scholarship, the 
Steven J. Bilecky Memorial Scholarship, and the Hugh & Grace Eyerdom 
Memorial Scholarship among others, The Foundation has introduced several 
new opportunities for students to apply to this year.

The Mike Kudla Memorial Scholarship, in the amount of $1,000, shall be 
awarded to a college-bound Highland student who is passionate in their life 
goals, has the qualities needed to persevere through life’s obstacles and is 
determined to make a difference by helping others in the community. This 
scholarship was presented last year, but this is the first year students can 
apply.

The Baker Family Leadership Scholarship was established by Donald and 
Carol Baker as a renewable scholarship for a college-bound Highland senior 
in the top 10% of his/her class who has demonstrated exceptional academic 
and social leadership traits at school and/or in the community while a 
student at Highland. The initial scholarship amount is $1,000, with the 
renewable amount of $1,000 annually for up to three years, provided the 
recipient remains in contact with The Foundation and meets the renewal 
criteria. 

Four scholarships were also created by the George R. Ayres bequest. 
George R. Ayres Memorial Achievement Scholarships (2 available), are in 
the amount of $3,000 and will be awarded to college-bound seniors in the 
top 20% of their class who have demonstrated high achievement in their 
scholastic activities, have a record of performance in activities both in school 
and in the community, and who plan to pursue STEM studies. 

George R. Ayres Memorial Opportunity Scholarships (2 available), are in the 
amount of $3,000 and will be awarded to seniors pursuing a professional/
technical program, associate degree, or other college course of study who 
are in need.
 
According to Theresa Wright, Executive Director, this year also marks the first 
time in Foundation history that a renewable scholarship has been offered to 
a Highland student. Cecilia Mainzer (left), a 2019 graduate, who is currently 
studying Chemical Engineering at the University of Akron, is eligible for a 
renewal scholarship to be used during her sophomore year through the 
Alyssa & Justin Haun Memorial Scholarship. This annual $5,000 scholarship 
is presented to a senior pursuing a STEM course of study and who has 
positively impacted others. It is renewable for up to three years at $2,500 
per year.

Deadline for Highland seniors to apply is March 6. Awards announced on 
May 21. To learn more about the full list of scholarships offered, visit www.
highlandfoundation.org. 


