
New Graduation Honors  
Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude and Cum Laude 



Highland High School’s Current System:

We have three honors: 
- Valedictorian
- Salutatorian
- Top 10% of the class

All honors are based on the student’s GPA as it compares to that of 
their peers. 



Highland High School’s Improved System:

We will still have three honors: 
- Summa Cum Laude
- Magna Cum Laude
- Cum Laude

All honors are based on the student’s GPA as it compares to a set 
standard.  This is based on a grade point standard. 



Highland High School’s new system: 
                      Why is there a need to change? 

- The current system is an invalid metric.
- College Credit Plus has created a disproportionate credit value 

for students who take CCP course vs. students who take AP or 
honors courses. 

- The current system promotes unhealthy competition between 
students, resulting in students not taking courses most akin to 
their interests or classes that will benefit them in the future.

- Several local districts have already changed to a more equitable 
system.  



HHS Current System: CCP vs. AP/Honors

1. GPA is a measure of the weight of a course, not a measure of 
what is learned. 

a. The credit between CCP and AP is disproportionate 
▶ CCP= 1 credit per semester

◦ Unfair advantage is given to those who take CCP courses rather 
than those who stay in house and take honors and AP courses 

▶ AP=  .5 per semester

 



HHS Current System: Invalid Metric
When honors are defined by fractionally small differences in GPA 
and against an ever changing set of standards, the fundamental 
fairness of the system is called into question.

    Current Divisions for the class of 2019
▶ 10th to 20th percentile is  .023   
▶ 20th to 30th percentile is .005



HHS Current System: Students don’t always take rigorous, 
challenging coursework that is most akin to their interests 
and what will prepare them for the future.

The student who takes orchestra is penalized because of the weight of the course; 
Under our current system, it is more advantageous for the student to do nothing. If 

under the new honors system, the same honor is given to the student with or without 
orchestra. The student is no longer in danger of losing graduation honors.



HHS Current System: Many Ohio high schools have changed to a 
more equitable system. HHS surveyed all of the Medina County 
Schools and each of the Suburban League Schools.

-  2/3 of the 21 respondents no longer recognize a 
Valedictorian/Salutatorian.

- Over half of the respondents have a Cum Laude system in 
place. 

      



Highland High School’s New System:
                      Recommendations and Timeline 

Class of 2019 and beyond: 

     Summa Cum Laude:    4.4 and above  (this includes the Top 10%) (25 students)

       Magna Cum Laude:     4.0  -  4.39  (55 students)
       Cum Laude:                   3.7  -   3.99  (55 students)

Class of 2023 and beyond (current 8th grade class):
      Eliminate Valedictorian and Salutatorian 
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