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In September, the Ohio Department of Education released the 
2019 Ohio School Report Cards for districts and schools, showing 
how each performed during the 2018-19 school year.

Districts and schools across Ohio are graded primarily on six 
components:

• Achievement (how well students performed on state tests)
• Progress (the growth all students make based on their past 

performance)
• Gap Closing (how well schools are doing in closing the 

achievement gap between students based on income, race, 
ethnicity or disability)

• Graduation Rate
• K-3 Literacy
• Prepared for Success (a measurement of how well-prepared 

students are for college and technical training)
 
Highland’s Results

• Our district earned an overall A grade!
• Only 31 of 608 school districts in the State of Ohio earned an 

overall A grade.
• Based upon the levels of student achievement demonstrated, 

Highland ranks #26 of 608 school districts, based on the 
Performance Index calculation. 

Report Card Grades
• Achievement:  A (23 of 24 Test Indicators Met)
• Performance Index:  105.3
• Gifted Indicator:  MET
• Gap Closing:  A
• Graduation Rate:  A
• K-3 Literacy: NR (not reported at district level)
• Value-Added Progress:  A (measure of student growth over one year)
• Prepared for Success:  B

Building Report Card - Overall Grade
• Granger Elementary:  A
• Hinckley Elementary:  A
• Sharon Elementary:  B
• Highland Middle School:  A
• Highland High School:  A

“This level of success is only possible through the hard work of 
our exceptional staff and our highly motivated students,” stated 
Highland Superintendent Catherine Aukerman. “This does not 
happen by accident – it is through purposeful and focused 
conversations about instructional best practices, staying current 
on the latest research and remaining dedicated to the highest 
outcomes. It is always nice when the external systems and 
accountability measures that have been developed to rank our 
district and our students actually reflects the great work we do 
each day.”

In a letter sent by State Superintendent Paola DeMaria, he 
congratulated the Highland School District on being one of only 
31 districts in the state to receive an overall A grade. “While the 
report cards are not the only measure of a district’s success, 
your teachers, your staff and your community should be proud 
of this accomplishment,” he stated. “I know your district will 
serve as an example to other districts, and they can benefit 
from learning from you given what you have achieved.”

To view the full report card, please visit: https://reportcard.
education.ohio.gov/district/overview/048496 

HIGHLAND RANKED 26TH IN STATE OF OHIO
Photo courtesy of Nancy Gatsios
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THREE HMS STUDENTS HAVE CREATIVE 
WRITING WORK PUBLISHED 

Congratulations to Highland Middle School 6th 
graders Alyssa Meola, Cody Bendau and Reid Oney, 
who were recently selected to have their work 
included in the publication, Crazy Creatures 2019 
-- Stories from Ohio, scheduled to be published on 
November 30, 2019.  

This past May, Alyssa, Cody and Reid were among 
the Granger Elementary 5th graders in Mrs. Lauren 
Lawson’s classroom who took part in a creative 
writing contest offered through Young Writers. 
The theme was “Crazy Creatures” and challenged 
students to write a mini saga – a story in just 100 
words – based on the creature they created. 

Out of approximately 9,000 entries, only 170 
students in 22 Ohio schools were selected 
for publication, and three were from Granger 
Elementary! Way to go!

FOUR NAMED NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED SCHOLARS  
Congratulations to Highland High School seniors Evan Buck, son of Dan and 
Sherri Buck of Sharon Township; Lilia Colbrunn, daughter of Robb and Joni 
Colbrunn of Hinckley Township; Ressa Gasser, daughter of Chris and Dr. 
Angela Gasser of Sharon Township; and Erin Keller, daughter of Dave and Gerri 
Keller of Sharon Township, who are among the 34,000 students to be named 
Commended Scholars in the 65th Annual National Merit Scholarship Program. 
They can become candidates for scholarships provided by corporate sponsors.

More than 1.5 million juniors from about 21,000 high schools entered the 2020 
National Merit Scholarship Program by taking the 2018 Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial 
screen of program entrants. The nationwide pool of Semifinalists, representing 
less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors, includes the highest-scoring 
entrants in each state. The number of Semifinalists in a state is proportional to 
the state’s percentage of the national total of graduating seniors. Less than 1 
percent of high school seniors make it to the semifinal round. The mission of 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) is to recognize and honor the 
academically talented students of the United States. NMSC accomplishes its 
mission by conducting nationwide academic scholarship programs. 
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From left are Lilia Colbrunn, Evan Buck, Ressa Gasser and Erin Keller.

From left are Cody, Alyssa and Reid

TWO AWARDED SCHOLARSHIPS 
THROUGH HSSA 
The Highland Support Staff Association 
(HSSA) recently awarded a $250 
scholarship to two Highland High School 
students attending the Medina County 
Career Center this year. Congratulations 
to Highland juniors Nick Dlugoleski of 
Granger Township and Hailey Cutlip of 
Sharon Township. Nick is studying Graphic 
Arts at the MCCC, while Hailey is studying 
Cosmetology.Nick and Hailey
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The Highland Alumni Association, in partnership with The Highland 
Foundation for Educational Excellence, is pleased to announce their 
second class of Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame inductees. The 
five honorees span generations of Highland graduates, reinforcing 
the district’s ongoing commitment to educational excellence. The 
district and community celebrated the honorees at a special Hall of 
Fame ceremony and reception held October 11 at Highland Middle 
School. Inductees were also recognized during the 3rd quarter of 
the Highland vs. Canfield homecoming football game later that 
evening. Congratulations to the following:

DWIER BROWN (1976) – While at Highland, Dwier 
played basketball, ran cross-country and track, and 
had the lead in the school’s musicals both his junior 
and senior years. After high school, Dwier graduated 
Magna Cum Laude from Ashland University with a 
bachelor’s in Drama. He began his professional career 

in Chicago before moving to Los Angeles in 1982. Since then, he 
has performed in hundreds of films, plays and television shows. 
Most notably, he played Kevin Costner’s father in the movie Field of 
Dreams. He has returned many times to speak to Highland drama 
students. Recently he returned for an Alumni Forum to talk about 
his book, If You Build it… A Book about Fathers, Fate, and Field of 
Dreams.

DALE CHORBA (1981) – A standout student/athlete, 
Dale was on the golf and basketball teams while at 
Highland. He is well-known in the local community, 
both for his volunteer work and as the president/
owner of Action Management Services. His privately 
held search and executive recruitment firm has been 

named to the Forbes Top Recruitment organizations two years 
running. Dale serves as a trustee for The Highland Foundation as 
well as the Hinckley Chamber of Commerce, where he is famous 
for his home-cooked sausage at the annual Buzzard Day Pancake 
Breakfast.  

DAN HAHN (1987) – Dan made a name for himself at 
Highland through his dedication to music and drama. 
This passion continued at Baldwin Wallace University, 
where he earned a bachelor’s in Theater, followed 
by a master’s from the University of Akron. Over the 
years, he has been an adjunct professor at Baldwin 

Wallace and the Director of Education for Great Lakes Theater. 
Today, Dan serves as the Vice President for Community Engagement 
and Education at Play House Square, where he oversees the Dazzle 
Awards and the Children’s Theater Series. He also spearheads their 
sensory-friendly initiatives and is creating programs to serve the 
hearing-impaired, refugee communities and children in foster care.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INDUCTS NEW MEMBERS TO HALL OF FAME 
JAMES RITCHER (1976) – Jim wrestled and 
played football for Highland and received many 
accolades over the years, including First Team All-
County. He continued his football career at North 
Carolina State University where he won the 
Outland Trophy, an honor given to the nation’s 

best college interior lineman. In 1980, the Buffalo Bills selected 
Jim in the first round of the NFL draft, and he played for the 
team for 13 years -- including four Super Bowl appearances and 
two Pro Bowls. In 1998, Jim was selected to the College Football 
Hall of Fame and in 1999 inducted into the North Carolina 
Sports Hall of Fame. He is currently a commercial pilot with 
American Airlines.

JILL SMITH-SOOY (1993) – Jill was a scholar 
athlete in basketball, softball and volleyball while 
at Highland, where she won countless league, 
district and state honors, including Medina 
County Female Athlete of the Decade, Medina 
County Sports Hall of Fame, and United States 
Army Reserves National Scholar/Athlete Award. 

After high school, Jill continued balancing sports with athletics. 
She played basketball and volleyball at Baldwin Wallace 
University, where she graduated Summa Cum Laude and was 
named a four-time all Ohio Athletic Conference honoree and 
inducted into the BW Sports Hall of Fame. She continued her 
studies at Kent State University, earning a master’s in Library 
Science. She is the Library Media Specialist and Computational 
Thinking Lab Instructor at the Hudson Montessori School.

The Highland Alumni Association 
recognizes a new class of 
honorees every two years, with 
nominations accepted through 
The Highland Foundation website. 
The Selection Committee, 
comprised of members of 
The Highland Foundation 
executive committee, considers 
various criteria when selecting 
Distinguished Alumni, including a nominee’s accomplishments 
in their chosen vocation, their demonstrated leadership skills 
and their commitment to the community. All nominees must 
have graduated from Highland at least 10 years ago. For more 
information, please visit www.highlandfoundation.org.
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SHARON STUDENTS ‘RACE TO SPACE’ DURING EVENT

Pictured in front from left: Sharon 3rd graders Hazel Trausch, 
Ari Heinl, Kaylee Reep, Luke Williams. In back: PTO members 

Michelle Lutz, Anne Hrics, Sabrina Frye, Terissa Miller.

Sharon Elementary PTO hosted its annual Walk-A-Thon fundraiser 
on September 27 and the weather was picture-perfect! This year’s 
theme was “Race to Space!” and several of the PTO members even 
dressed as astronauts to cheer on students as they walked, ran and 
danced to the music and made their way around the field behind the 

CAMP BRINGS 6TH 
GRADERS TOGETHER
For the past 25 plus years, Highland Middle 

School 6th graders have had the opportunity 
to experience Camp Wanake in Brewster, Ohio. 
During this three-day outing, friendships are 
made and leaders are born! It’s the first time 
that students from all three elementary schools 
(Sharon, Hinckley, Granger), have the chance 
to get together, hang out and learn about 
one another in a fun, yet challenging setting. 
Nearly 250 students attended the camp this 
year, along with dozens of parent and teacher 
chaperones. Approximately 35 Highland High 
School students also attended and served as 
student mentors and have been known to 
leave a lasting impact on many of the 6th grade 
students. Thanks to everyone who helped make 
this a positive experience for the students!

On your mark, get set, GO! Sharon 3rd graders are on the move 
as the Walk-A-Thon gets underway on the field behind the school!

school. This year’s total was well over $29,000, which was a record-
breaking year for the fundraiser! The PTO is grateful for and proud of 
the hard work and dedication that Sharon students and their families 
put forth for this event. All monies raised will benefit the students at 
Sharon Elementary School. 

Above: Jacob Freas, Carter Trujillo, 
Jonathan Tanski, Randy Demchak and Ben 

Stika explore the outdoors together.

Left: Sarah MacAdam and Maya Starcher 
team up to go canoeing.
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Hinckley Elementary School kicked off their annual Read-A-Thon on September 20 and as usual, PTO members and Hinckley staff went 
above and beyond to get students excited! Principal Jim Carpenter and staff took part in a skit that followed the story line of a book 
called “Strega Nona” by Tomie de Paola. Strega Nona means “Grandma Witch,” and she helps the townspeople with all their problems 
through her magical pasta pot. One day, she has to go away and leaves Big Anthony in charge. And even though he was told not to use 
the pot, he doesn’t listen and causes all sorts of wacky situations. In the end, the Hinckley teachers surprised the students by spraying 
silly string into the audience! The students had a blast! Each year, the PTO raises approximately $10,000 through the Read-A-Thon and 
the money is used for various projects and programs to benefit the students.

HINCKLEY STUDENTS CELEBRATE READ-A-THON KICK OFF

LEARNING ‘ROCKS’ AT 
SHARON ELEMENTARY
Sharon Elementary students and staff recently participated in a 
nationwide celebration called “Rock Your School,” which coincides 
with this year’s theme at Sharon Elementary: “Pride Rock Your 
School.” On September 19-20, The Lion King, animals, jungle, and 
safari-themed learning activities were the main focus. 

The teachers at Sharon set the stage to engage students by 
transforming Sharon’s library into The Lion King’s “Pride Rock!” 
Students from every classroom had the opportunity to go on a 
safari and visit Pride Rock (the library) and participate in a variety 
of safari-themed STEM learning activities. It was a great kick-
off to the school year and a fun reminder that learning ROCKS! 
Some students and staff even dressed on the wild side for the 
celebration!

Jacob Melvin and Elise Kuonon, Sharon 4th graders, work 
as a team to get their “grub launcher” ready for action!

Hinckley PTO members and teachers surprise students 
with silly string during the program!

Hinckley kindergarten students pictured with library aide 
Jenny Johnson and Principal Jim Carpenter.



Thanks to everyone who attended the Highland Athletic Booster’s 
“Taste of Highland” event on Friday, September 6, prior to the 

Highland Football Home Opener. It was a great time and perfect 
weather for Friday night football! This year, the Boosters decided 

to put a new spin on the community event (formerly known as 
the Pig Roast) with the addition of live music and food trucks. 

The event was held in the Highland Public Library parking lot and 
featured music by Highland students past and present!  

The band Detention, which includes Highland Middle School 8th 
grader Luke Konopka on drums, performed at 5 p.m., followed 
by Honky Tonk Angels (featuring alumni) at 6 p.m. Food trucks 

included Bam Bam’s Backyard BBQ Mobile Catering and 10 Alarm 
Pizza. Special thanks to sponsors DMK Party Rentals and North 

Gateway Tire & Service Center. This community event helps 
support the Highland Athletic Boosters, which in turn supports 
our student athletes. Several Highland groups and clubs were 

also on hand to raise funds for their specific group.

         Boys Soccer Fundraiser Girls Tennis Fundraiser

Highland Band Face Painting

Highland Band  

Face Painting
Volleyball Fundraiser

Honky Tonk Angels

Welcome...  
“Taste of 
Highland”

Detention

Follow them on Facebook@ Detention Live, 

or visit https://www.detention.live/



Home Opener

Hornet Student Section

Game Sponsor

Hornets on the Field!

JV Cheerleaders

Bryce Profitt,

 QB

Photo courtesy of

 Nancy Gatsios



w w w . h i g h l a n d f o u n d at i o n .o r g

The Highland Foundation cordially invites you to attend its 15th Annual 
Great Gifts Dinner from 6-11 p.m. on Saturday, November 2, 2019, at 
Weymouth Country Club. This year’s theme is “A Night at the Gallery: 
Education on Exhibit”

Online ticket registration is open at www.highlandfoundation.org. 
Cost is $100 per person ($75 for Highland staff). Guests will enjoy 
dinner, dancing, live and silent auctions with spectacular gifts, as well 
as a dessert auction featuring many talented bakers and pastry chefs. 

All proceeds benefit The Foundation and its mission to enhance, enrich 
and supplement learning opportunities for Highland students, staff 
and community. Thank you for your support!

The Highland Foundation is pleased to announce the 
appointment of three new Trustees to its Board. 

“We are once again excited to bring new leadership 
perspectives to our team,” stated Foundation Executive 
Director Theresa Wright. “Each of these individuals bring 
with them a unique set of experiences and we look forward 
to working together to further our mission.” 

BRUCE CARTER is a Financial Advisor at Wells 
Fargo Advisors in Akron. Both he and his wife, 
Amy, have been supporters of the Highland 
Schools and The Foundation and were active 
on the bond issue campaign to build new 

elementary schools. Residents of Sharon Township, they are
the proud parents of three daughters, Mya, 8th grade and 
Marley, 6th grade, both at Highland Middle School; and 
Camarie, 3rd grade at Sharon Elementary.

DAVID CENTNER has over 33 years in law 
enforcement. He earned a master’s degree in 
Business Administration from Tiffin University 
and is currently the Chief of Police in Hinckley 
Township. Over the years, he has been an active 

volunteer in Highland Youth Sports, Boy Scouts, Medina Youth 
Sports, American Cancer Society and FOP/Shop with a Cop.  
He remains a current board member for the Medina County 
Care Givers/Faith In Action and the Medina County Drug Abuse 
Commission. His wife, Sharon, is the DARE Officer at Highland 
Schools. They reside in Sharon Township.

DALE CHORBA, a 1981 Highland graduate, has 
been a resident of Medina County for nearly 45 
years. Dale joined Action Management Services 
in 1989 and assumed ownership in 2009. The
company has been recognized by Forbes 

Magazine as one of the Top 250 executive search firms in the 
country. He is a graduate of Heidelberg College with a degree 
in Business Administration and serves as a member of their 
Board of Trustees. He has been a long-time supporter of the 
Highland Schools and The Highland Foundation. Dale and his 
wife, Laura, reside in Hinckley Township with their children. 
Their daughter, Noelle, is a 2011 Highland graduate and twin 
boys, Devan and Dylan are currently freshmen at HHS. 

THREE NEW TRUSTEES 
APPOINTED TO BOARD 

Thank you to our premiere sponsors:

15th Annual 
Great Gifts Benefit 
Dinner Auction

Saturday, November 2, 2019
Weymouth Country Club

A NIGHT at the GALLERY  
Education on Exhibit


